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(b) REVIEW- Not more than 60 days after receipt of a plan and study submitted under subsection
(s), the Adminigtrator shall complete & review of such plas and make any modifications necessary
to ensure that such plan is in accordance with section 3.

(c) PUBLIC COMMENT- Not more than 60 deys after the Administrator has completed a review
and, if necessary, modifications of s plan submitted under subsection (8X2), or afier development
of a plan based upon independent study by the Administrator, the Administrator shall—-

(1) issue public notice which includes a draf of the plan;

(2) make copies of the plan and the supporting study svailable at the &ppropriate regional
offices of the Federal Aviation Administration; and

(3) allow 90 days for public comment on the plan.
(d) APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION- Not less than 60 days after the expiration of the
peniod for public comment provided under subsection (¢X3), Administrator shall implement a plan
which-

(1) is in accordance with section 3; and

(2) takes into consideration any public comments on the plan.
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Section 1. The general nﬁnicipal lav is amended by adding a new

section 358 to read as follows:

Y

S 358. Landing a helicopter at a landing facility without & permit in

cities with a population of one million or more. The owner of a helicop-

ter landing at a landing facility in a city with a population of one

———

million or more that does not have a valid zoning special permit granted

by the lawful authorities except in the case of emergencies or on offi-

cial governmental business shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The miede-

@eancr shall b punishoble by o €ine cf 4on thousand dcllsrs.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of November next

succeeding the date on which it shall have become a law.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
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IN ASSEMBLY

June 11, 1997 .
—

Int:oduced by CONMMITTEE ON RULES == (at regyuest of M. of A. Sranni.;,
Sinders, Click) =~ read once and referred to the Comaittee or Citj.g
—- committee discharged, bill amended, crdered reprinted as anend 4
a1d recomnitted to said comrittee — 85ain reported from gald coex! -
tre with camendsents, Ordecred reprinted as amended and fecomzitted o
84id committee :

b oo * N RN (. ..
AN ACT to amerd the general wunicibtl lav, i{n' relation to ln;o:lig a
pnalty  for unlawful landing a helicopter at a landing facility witl.-

“out a permie

Tiie People >f the State of Nev York, Espreseated in Senate and_ Asse -
bly 4¢ enact p6_fcliows: :

Seetion 1. The general wsunicipal lav is amended by adding a niw
sec:fon 3$8 t3 read as follows: : .

£358."0rlavful landing a helicopter at a la3ding facility witbout a
pernit. The owner of a belicopter Janding a: a landing facility vhe e
such_facility does not have & valid I0nINQ _3pecial permit waich s

reqiired by a local unifore land uee review procedure and grasted by tie
2oCil _asthorities except _ip the case of an goesgency or on 3ffici.l

governeental jusiness 9hall be quilt Of & misdereancr. ®he isjereancy
$ha'] be puniihable by a fine of up to ten thoueand dollars.

§ 2. This a:ct shall take effect on the €ics: day of Novexber nest
$ucieeding th: date on which §t shall have become a law.

EX'LANATION~-Matter $n italics (underscored) is nev; matter {n srackets
{ ) is old law to be omitted. '
: : LAD11332-06- 7
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Hon. Thomas K. Duane L
Council Member

3rd District, Manhattan Selecites
275 7th Avenue lLe H.f:f-s
New York, NY 10001 °

é:oonPJdlc;4'

Dear Council Member Duane,
Thank you for the recent update on your activities.

While I applaud your efforts to install traffic signals on Washington Street, they should

be permanent rather than temporary. As you say, the Far West Village has become much
more residential in the past several years.

Further, please consider including Greenwich Street in your requests. Greenwich Street
Is no less residential, and no less congested with drivers eager to make time on a strect
with few traffic signals.

On another matter, I recently contacted Joy Held, of the Helicopter Noise Coalition of
NYC. I had read of her in the newspaper and I wanted to talk about the recent increase
in helicopter traffic in our neighborhood. She told me that helicopter traffic has been di-
veried from the Upper East Side to the West Side. I cannot overstate bow disruptive 1
Jind 1his to be, especially early in the morning. When I moved to Greenwich Street 16
months ago it was nice and quiet. Then, without warning, there was significant heli-
copter traffic. It is especially disturbing to be woken at 5 or 6 AM by this sort of thing.
At times there seems to be a flight every 2 or 3 minutes.

I truly hope there is some way to stop this traffic.

Thank you for your attention to these matters, and for all the good work you do.

Sincerely,

S

greihwii—h

\/:\\ag{
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Joy He!d
Helicopter Noise Coalition

November 30, 1997

Desr Joy,

| 8m writing to et you know that unfortunately | will not be able o atlend the sscond Helicopter
Master Plan hearing, agein because | will bs out of town.

| ppreciated your last communication (congratulations for the letterhead and the new
computerized look!). | totally agree with you that the way the city is handling the Master Pian

development is & joke; your eforts to bring public input into the process are, s usueal, incredible,

and [ only wish | could heip mysetf &s much s | would like {o.

I do plan to try and write some of the politicians and functionaries you mentioned Untit | do, |
thought you might find a brief report from the West Side front useful. So here goes: —

o Tourist flights have indeed changed course, in the most part. The results for my part of town
@re devastating — it's even worse than before. Rather than fly over the Hudson River,
sightsesing helicopters fiy north direclly over Riverside Drive (presumably on the way down
they fly closer to the Jersey side.) | heve a nasty feeling this change in course wes the result
of some behind-the-scene gdealings by influential East Siders. Call it West Side paranoia - {
think it mekes sense. At any event, it is a ciear attempt to try and diffuse the argument that
this is e city-wide problem. As you said in your memo, we know betler.

* The morning commuter helicopter problem has also become worse (I think | mentioned it to
you las! time we spoke.) These helicopters too fly direclly over Riverside Drive, they are
even noisier than the sightsesing coplers (Ithink they use jet helicopters), and they start
vibrating the walls in my epartment as early &s 6:15 in the morning.

I know you gon't like interim goals and compromises - neither do 1 -- but | think tha! at the very

least, while the issus Is not resolved, someone should insist that helicopters fiy over the migdie
of the Hudson River, not over Riverside Drive or residential neighborhoods in Jersey. | suppose
the same problem exists in the West Village and Tribeca.

Anyway, good luck tomorrow. I'll try to call you s00n {o calch up.

Hwc p&L

W raiser effort again -- how is that progressing?
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Testimony to City Council Transportation and Environment Protection
Committees Hearing. May 6, 1998 :

n of the Hudson River Branch of the Helicopter Noise
ity and a resident of Chelsea.

tnank you ior anording residents of New York City the Opportunity to express
our concerns about this noisy, dangerous, unregulated industry that has come to
dominate our neighborhoods on the West Side from Battery Park to the Upper West
Side and along the Jersey side of the Hudson as well.

The last two years have brought a transformation of my Chelsea neighborhood
from one where we looked forward to the sound of seagulls and Seminary bells when we
threw open our windows in the Spring to one where many dread that ritual this year.

Helicopters now dominate the scene.

The constant roar of tourist copters along the Hudson shoreline can only be
described as being like standing next to a blast furnace all day, seven days a week. The
copter industry and other interested parties claimed that the November, 1997, shift of all
tourist copters to the Hudson was a success. We on the Hudson state emphatically that
this move was not a success. We ask City Council seek some way to eliminate it
entirely. There are many ways to bring in high-end tourist dollars without trampling the
basic welfare of City residents.

Again, the Hudson River is not a successful solution to everyone's copter woes
We have been told by copter pilots that the Hudson is being referred to as “suicide alley”
by many pilots. In addition, copters cannot stay out over the middle of the Hudson.
They hug its shores and fly over our shore neighborhoods. The resultant effect on our
neighborhoods is often referred to by residents as "Mekong Delta." The quality of life is
our Hudson River neighborhoods is seriously deteriorating.

We have also developed a steady stream of corporate copters cruising in and out
of W.30th St port across Manhattan at any old altitude, their paths shifting slightly as
neighborhoods complain. The effect of a large Sikorsky rumbling in or out of W. 30th
St. port is to stop conversation, to pound eardrums, and shake windows and light
fixtures. Imagine what many over the course of a day does to a neighorhood.

We have been informed by industry pilots that ports surrounded by water, ports
on highways, ports subjected to windshear like that of the Hudson are dangerous. Both
the state-owned W. 30th St port and the large, state-of-the-ar, city-owned port
proposed for Pier 76 or 72 and within the future Hudson River Park are not safe,
appropriate sites for ports. We ask City Council to protect West Side residents by
blocking development of the Pier 72 or 76 sites and by pressuring the state to close the
W._30th St. Heliport. :

Corporate heads and the City administration say we must have copters to keep
business in the City and have come to view them as an entitlement. The same claim of
necessity was made in 1970 when the FAA and the City administration began
implementing plans to install floating STOL and VTOL ports off Manhattan, beginning
in Chelsea/Clinton. To my knowledge, no thorough cost/benefits analysis of the
helicopter industry has been done to prove their necessity. The FAA has spent our tax
dollars doing a demand forecast study for the industry, but no study has been done that
would help us decide as a city how much air traffic, helicopter or plane, the city needs
and can bear. '

: Butin that same year, 1970, the Federal D.O.T. completed a S-yr. study of
North Eorridor travel that recommended the improvement of our train system as the best
solution to the transportation problems and needs of the region. In that same year New
York City's Environmental Protection Administration issued a release containing these
observations:

It is not at all obvious that the singleminded attempt to favor air transportation at

Hnve p§3



the expense of railway improvements, for example, is in the best interests of the city
Before we begin throwing up STOLports, we must decide as a city how much air traffic
the city needs and can bear, and whether existing facilities would be adequate if
Kennedy, Newwark and LaGuardia were not jammed with half-empty. overscheduled
flights. (The Unmaking of a STOLpon, 1970) _

In that same struggle an official, Mr. Ransone admitted a STOLpon would ,
foreclose housing from 10th Ave. 1o the river and was quoted as saying. "we can't have
the island of Manhattan one gigantic apartment." Twenty-eight years iater faced with
burgeoning helicopter traffic on the Hudson and the prospect of a new, large heliport on
the piers, we say again, we need an assessment of transportation needs that will aliow
the city as a community to decide what it needs and can bear. We need legislation will
allow us to set limits on the helicopter industry. ) e

Safety must be addressed. Helicopters are not airplanes. They do not glide when
arotor fails. They drop. 1ask the City Council to please address this aspect of the issue
As more and more copters take to our skies, as news copters hover for long periods
filming our traffic conditions and sunsets, this concern becomes more and more urgent
Ask the industry what provisions have been made for a failed rotor over the city. We
want to know how risk to our lives factors into the the risk/benefits ratio.

Sightseeing has been banned over some areas of the Grand Canyon - an
acknowledgement that helicopters significantly negatively impact our environment. Our
neighborhoods are our Grand Canyon and we cannot tolerate this desecration of our
most basic right to safety, privacy and a little enjoyment of our wonderful neighborhoods
and parks.

We ask our City Council representatives to press for enactment of proposed
legislation to regulate this industry and to press for a no-fly zone over New York City
and along its shores. We ask City Council to pressure for the elimination of tourist
copters and to-address the problem of endlessly hovering, cruising news copters. We ask
City Council to block new heliport development on the Hudson River and to press the
Governor to close the W. 30th St. Pont.

Cities all over are grappling with the problems created by this burgeoning,

unregulated industry. We ask New York City Council to take the lead in addressing
these issues.

on, NYC

Hwe p &y



Testimony to Community Board #2 Transportation Committee on March 25,1997

Brooklyn residents are here this evening to alert Community Board #2 to the ever-increasing.
unbearable, non-stop helicopter noise over our neighbourhood and to the city-wide problem of
escalating helicopter traffic. In addition to the necessary emergency helicopter flights of police.
hospital and coast guard, there has been a proliferation of tourist, corporate, charter, TV news
media and movie helicopter flights throughout New York City. It was only afterwards, in the
midst of our distress, that we learned of the outcry from neighborhoods throughout New York
City who were also tormented by helicopter noise and the related problems that helicopters
bring. Together, residents of these neighborhoods founded the Helicopter Noise Coalition of
New York City (HNC), which is affiliated with the National Helicopter Noise Coalition.

Helicopters are noisy machines that torment countless residents wherever they fly while
destroying the character of neighborhoods, polluting the air and posing a significant risk 1o
public safety. Neither the Federal Aviation Administration (F.A.A), the Eastern Region
Helicopter Council (a professional organization for helicopter pilots.), other federal. state. city
agencies, and certainly not the helicopter industry itself, adequately regulate helicopter traffic.
For instance, the F.A.A. has indicated that it is not able to identify all the helicopters that are
flying over our neighborhoods and families, or even accurately count their numbers.. One can
only be alarmed that helicopter traffic in the New York City area appears to be escalating out
of control.

The membership of the HNC has swelled dramatically in the short period of time it has been
in existence and currently represents people in neighborhoods in the boroughs of Brooklyn.
Manhattan and Queens. There has been increasing media coverage, and in the last 6 months.
many articles regarding the problems associated with helicopters have appeared in the NY Times
and in several Brooklyn community papers. In fact, this past Sunday the NY Times printed an
article highlighting the fact that there is strong community opposition to the proposal to build a
helicopter repair facility in the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Meetings have already been held with Brooklyn representatives Congressman Ed Towns and
Councilman Ken Fisher, as well with representatives from the Office of Manhattan Borough
President Ruth Messinger. A borough board meeting regarding the problems posed by helicopter
noise is scheduled to take place at the Borough Hall office of Brooklyn Borough President
Howard Golden at 209 Joralemon Street on Tuesday, April 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the Community
Conference Room. Our hope is that many of you here and others in the Community Board =2
District will attend and take this opportunity to voice your concern..

The way the F.A.A. and the helicopter industry has dealt with helicopter related community

complaints in the past was to appease one neighborhood only to shift helicopter traffic, with all
its attendant problems, to other neighborhoods. That is exactly what happened recently when

Hwc Pf.S/
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the Manhattan Helicopter Task Force, in conjunction with industry and the F.A.A .,
“successfully" altered sightseeing tour routes only to disrupt other Manhattan neighborhoods.
That is why it is so important that al] affected New York City residents in all neighborhoods and
boroughs make our concerns heard by our representatives with gne voice. That js why we are
here tonight and plan to go 1o other affected community board districts . And that js why we ask
Yyou to join us in our fight to reclaim our neighborhoods.

It is common knowledge that the New York City airspace is one of the most crowded in the
world and that New York City itself is one of the most densely populated cities. It is a blatant
disregard for the well-being and quality of life of New York City residents that a few people are
allowed to benefit from all the non-emergency helicopter traffic while the lives of so many
NewYorkers are diminished and put at risk.,

Unless we ban together to make our voices heard now, the character of our communities will be
ruined by the proliferation of helicopter traffic, coming from all directions, every day of the
week and at all hours of the day and night. The noise, air pollution and risk to the safety and
well-being of New York City residents caused by helicopter traffic has already reached
intolerable levels. And as one can see from the proposal to place a helicopter repair facility in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, it will only get worse unless citizens throughout the neighborhoods
of NewYork City take action now.

8!'(.0\( { %\r\_

oise Coalition of NY City
klyn, NY 11201
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NOMIC CONSULTING

39 Went 67th Strect, #2038
New York, NY 10023

Attendees at the March 4, 1997 Meeting

I'regret that my business prevents me from attending this meeting | URGE THE COMMUINITY
BOARD 7 TO PASS THE RESOLUTION OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE TO
BAN TOURIST HELICOPTER FLIGHTS OVER THE COMMUNITY BOARD 7 DISTRICT

Al ried the Coalition to Reclaim our Peace and Quiet, a predecessor
to se Coalition, in response to the harmful and obnoxious noise
fro ft that has plagued our Upper West Side neighborhoods for at

least uuee yomo.

I am frankly appalled that there is virtually no regulartion of helicopter traffic over the most
densely populated area of the country and what regulations or voluntarv agreements that exis can
be broken with ease and impunity. '

The helicopter noise over many neighborhoods in the Upper West Side is awful, with noisy
aircrafl passing over every few minutes for a good part of the day Often two or more
helicopters will be heard at the same time.

The “quiet™ areas of Central Park, such as Strawberry Fields, the Shakespeare Garden and the
Sheep Meadow, are a joke What good does prolubiting the use of boom boxes do, if these areas
sound like a war zone because of helicopter noise”

I recently spent ten days in Paris, France, walking around the city for hours each day and only
heard one helicopter (over City hall) the entire time I was there Obviously, the city of Paris does
not allow this degradation to its quality of life.

Residents of the Upper West Side have been subjected to disturbing helicopter noise for at least
three years. Unless something is done to stop this, I believe recourse to legal channels is
appropriate. All non-essential flights should be banned from flying over Manhattan; specifically
this means tourist helicopters, but the definition of “non-essential” should be expanded to include
some other helicopter and small aircraft flights as well. Any non-essential aircraft that results in
annoying noise levels should be prohibited from flying over the most densely populated residential
areas of the country, such as Manhattan’s Upper West Side. .

Flrc p&7
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[ cwer fast Side force statement 2/18/97
o .
hatda wn Irive located ot
Mo hati on the 21st floor
yoklyn.

Before Oct/1996 1 gave only occasional thought fo helicopters and their noise.

Their flyovers were noisy but infrequent so | tollerated it.

All of that has changed drastically due to the rerouting of air troffic over the east river.
The resulting effect is almost like someone picked up my apt and moved it fo

an airport. There is now hardly any time that we do not hear a helicopter

flying by disturbing us, and rattling our windows.

Some following points:

oThe location of my coop just below the Williamsburg bridge puts it on @ path directly in

line with the Wall street heliport and the result is helicopter traffic cutting over lond to head

south and north. These helicopters are so noisy that it matters little where they fly.

edespite low leve! industrial zoning across the river from me, Rights are over

high-rise residential buildings on the city side. |

e Despite having friple pane windows installed we are awakened in the morning by
helicopters between the hours of 6 and 9 am.

* This noise continues all day into night until well after 9pm ot night.

o This noise is constant on weekends and holidays with as many as one fight every two
minutes ‘

o Some helicopters are much nosier than others. Nationals lumbering giants are particularly

loud and obnoxious. '

e The cifies waterfront parks were an oasis that it residents could use as o place fo go os o

refuge in the stressful noisy city. Rerouting of all the helicopter fraffic to this area destroys

that refuge. It retumns us o the days when NY's waterfronts were the worst part of our city.

e The tourist helicopters seem fo be a key part of what is taking this overall problem to the

breaking point. 1 think that NYC should realize that any benefits this industry has provided

the city are outweighed by the problems that are created fo it's cifizens.

This is an issue which has reached critical mass. Like ony natural resource, helicopter

air traffic must be properly managed. As a center of business and commerce NYC obviously
must be able to meet the needs of i's businesses. But NYC must also meet the needs of it's
residents. We must decide what type of city we want fo live in. Just because someone can
afford o helicopter, does that mean they can disrupt the quiet enjoyment of New Yorkers?
How would the owners of these Helicopter companies react if a noisy junk yord would
suddenly open up right next door to their suburban home, causing them to loose sleep?
Perhaps this is an extreme example, yet it illustrates the dilemma I now find myself in.

Do | move? Will the city pay for me fo relocate? The current situation is Unacceptable.

In conclusion: | see litle benefit in moving heliports to new locations if the frequency of noisy
fiyovers does not decrease. If we must have aircraft noise why concentrate all of thot noise in
one location with the end result being total quiet in one place and total mayhem in the next
neighborhood? Please work fo create a solution to this problem respects the citizens who
choose to live in NYC. Thank you.

Hwve pgé
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- HELICOPTER ALERT!
COMMUNITY BOARD 4 FULL BOARD HEARING
ON WEST SIDE HELICOPTERS AND HELIPORT DEVELOPMENT

WED., APRIL I, 6 P.M., Hudson Guild Fulton Senior Center,
119 9th Ave. (bet. 17th and 18th Sts)

For information, call the Hudson River Branch
of the Helicopter Noise Coalitior

The Hudson River Branch of the Helicopter Noise Coalition of New
York City has been formed to address the problems of increasing noise and risk
from a dramatic increase in helicopter traffic in our Hudson River neighborhoods
in the last several years and in reaction to the threat to our peace and safety that
we see in the administration's proposed plans to expand helicopter use in NYC
and build a new West Side heliport on the Piers (72 or 76). The full-board
hearing mentioned above has been called to address the issues.

The expansion of low-altitude air traffic over the city, and especially of
helicopters whose flights are unregulated, presents a great danger and a constant,
destructive, noisy interruption of the work and peace and quiet of tens of
thousands of New Yorkers. Their low altitude, congestion and crossing flight
paths make a serious accident over the city a statistical centainty. Because of this
congestion, some copter pilots call the Hudson "suicide alley" and are avoiding
that congestion by flying low over our homes, places of work, and parks. A new
heliport on the piers will not confine helicopter activity to the middle of the river
as claimed. Copters must travel along the shoreline if they use the river and
crosstown commuter flight patterns are already a reality.” At $600/hr. pilots are
not willing to add precious minutes to circumvent our NYC neighborhoods.

The roar of tourist copters up the shoreline of the Hudson, the ever-
increasing number of large commuter copters rumbling out from the W. 30th St
Port across Manhattan and the heavy cross-town traffic suffered by residents
north of 89th St. should be a wake up call to all of us in the vicinity of the
proposed site for a new heliport in Chelsea/Clinton/Hell's Kitchen.

Community Board 4 currently has on its books two resolutions to "not
oppose” a new port on the Piers. The city admits the surrounding neighborhoods
will be impacted. We feel the community board must give priority to our safety
and basic quality of life in our neighborhoods. Once this port is built, because of
the federal primacy on its regulation, our community will have no ability to affect
anything.

As one West Villager said, "It's beginning to sound like the Mekong Delta
on clear days.” The city's 20-yr. Helicopter Master Plan will be released in April.
Now is the time to pressure our community board to change its position to one
that opposes port development on the Hudson and for residents of
Chelsea/Clinton/Hell's Kitchen to write the officials below to tell them no
heliport on the Hudson and no helicopter flights over and along the shores of
NYC. As hard working, tax paying residents of New York City we deserve our
basic right to safety and the enjoyment of a little peace and quiet in our
neighborhoods.

For more information, call us

N/
Flne P al HP 91



VEST NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10025

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
City Hall
New York, KNY 10007 6 Aug., 1997

Dear Mayor Giuliani:

Please do not forward this letter to the FAA; they
are not interested in the welfare or even safety of
New York City residents.

Lloud, Tow-flying, freguent, privacy invading, unreguiated,
unsafe (mostly sight-seeing) helicopters are making my
1ife on west 92nd street unbearable,

Last night, between 5:01pm and 5:37 when it started to rain
and hail, ten sight-seeing helicopters interrupted my
effort at a little quiet time with my family. It is like
that every evening and all day Saturday and Sunday.

Since last September, when Boro President Ruth Messinger's
office mede some "agreement" with the sight-seeing companies,
all flights go over the middle of the Central Park Resevoir

and r%gnt over my head! Every sight-seeing flight!

Did they not know tax-payers and voters lived above

Tavern on the Green?

In April, two wéks after a fatality on an executive helicopter,
you said you would reduce non-essential fiights. It has

not happened over west 92nd street.

There seem to be no laws; no rules; and we have no rights!

Fifteen helicopters ean hour over my head make conversation,
work, s1eef all impossible.

What can be done?

"M G~ o \-X-("r\ Z
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West oo sportation Committee Community Board #8 from

024
April 14, 1997

We on W. B6 St. are the current victims of the helicopter route
changes formulated by Ruth MeSsinger's Helicopter Task Force.

The route is directly over my home. I hear the endless noise in
every room of my apartment. There is no escape.

We're being crucified with noise on W. 86 St. 1If the helicopters
were dropping bombs they would be no more deadly. The stress from
noise can kill. The unrelenting, unremitting flow of bumper-to-
bump&é helicopter traffic Elying past /Ouaindows is ‘ruining
our lives. Hxxxxifxxxssxxnxdaysxnxxnekxix@xxﬁxax:xx&nxﬂxpxzx
We suffer from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week. On weekends and
holidays helicopter traffic increases still further to fly by
every two or three minutes and often in clusters of two and three.
This becomes a mind-numbing nighﬁmare of noise. We are bombarded
by this endless intrusive, enetvating noise; it is affecting our
mental and physical health. We are being treated inhumanely and
our lives have been disrupted beyond description. We can't read,
think, write, paint, relax or do anything requiring quiet or
concentration. We need your help to_save/gggity and health. We
need the assistance of this committee in our endeavor to save our
lives. ‘

We urge the Transportation of Committe Board #8 to pass a
resolution banning all non—essgﬁgﬂi&abe1§copters from flying over
this crowded, over-populated city. Sugg a resolution will add
immense weight to the growing clamor to rid the city of noise
pollution, deadly emissions pdlution and the éangers posed by the
numerous heli ports and the dangers from hundreds of thousands of
helicopter fliéhts over the city.

In the few minutes it took to type to this statement, several
7 QREmm ¥ SILEWT

dozen helicopters flew by my windows. 1Fr You, too. can be made
’ ’

to suffer this fate.

Hc FCIS
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Mayor Rudolph Guiliani
CITY HALL
New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor Guiliani,

Just a note to complain about the new helicopter noise in my
neighborhood hoping you can help to end it.

I have been living peacefully in Stuyvesant Town since 1981. My
apartment has been my haven from my crazed life in advertising -
where there is always noise. I had a unique quality of quiet.

1 felt like I was living in the country, it was so serene.

About two months ago, the helicopter noise started. There is &
constant whirl, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It is driving
me crazy. 1 actually have to turn up my stereo because I can't
hear Frank Sinatra crooning above the noise.

I have always lived in New York, and love the life, but I want my
peace back.

Please help rid the city of this helicopter problem.

fost Sincerely,

-

chﬂt\o
E. Y+ st
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Sept. 9, 1997

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
City Hali
New York, NY 10007

Dar Mayor Giuliani:

The level of helicopter noise in Manhattan is appalling and com-
Pletely intolerable, every five minutes from morning until mig-
night. It is unacceptable and must be stopped.

I heard with alarm and disbelief that there is a plan to increase
the number of flights. That is an outrage. The goal must be re-
duction and actual elimination except for police and emergency
flights.

But B80's greed has returned. Corporate executives demand helicopter
service to airports, tourists must be wooed with aerial views, all
at the expense of the millions of New Yorkers who must live under

a sky-full of buzzing blades day and night.

London does not allow helicopters over the city yet executives
manage to get to Heathrow and tourists get. their city views from
double decker buses.

You point to quality of 1ife issues, elimination of turnstile jumpers
and squeegee cleaners. How many people have these actually affected?

If the politicians and business community do not eliminate helicopter
mania, they will have accomplished something I never thought would
happen. - As a native New Yorker and senior citizen, you are forcing
me to leave New York and take my tax dollars elsewhere.

Mayor Giuliani - offer us a real quality of life issue - a littie
serenity. We'll be grateful in November.

HNCPq; / Man"\a“LQn :
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April 17, 1997

Ms. Joy A. Held, Executive Director
Belicopter Noise Coalition of NYC
414 EaBt 65th Street - Apt. 6J

New York, New York 10021-7144

Dear Ms. Held:

Could you also please add to your list of helicopter "no-fly zones" our
city’s Central Park?

We hear the racket they make at all times of the day and evening, and
constantly on the weekends. They fly very low over the park (which is
supposed to be our city‘s quiet haven), and often stay in one position for
very long periods of time. (We clocked a 10-minute stay one morning this
week; it was very early in the morning, an unlikely time for sightseers.)

Unigl we received your flyer at the Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting -=-- he's
wonderful, by the way --- it didn’t occur to any of us that these £flights
might be sigﬁ%eeing tours. We blamed, and perhaps unfairly, the TV news
helicopters, which fly back and forth reporting on highway traffic, fires,
weather, and the like. But, of course, these could just be an added nuisance
to the general noise pollution existing in the skies above us.

Thank you.

An Upper Westsider

Hwe P?é
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July 12, 2000

Ms. Arlene B. Feldman

Regional Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
John F. Kennedy International Airport
Jamaica, NY 11430

Dear Ms. Feldman:

I am writing on behalf of Barbara Brookhart, who resides in the 14th Congressional
District, which I represent. Ms. Brookhart contacted me regarding unnecessary helicopter flights
over Bryant Park.

As stated in the enclosed correspondence, Ms. Brookhart contacted me in response to a
Daily News article, enclosed, which describes the helicopter competition, between ABC and
NBC news helicopters, that took place late in June over Bryant Park. Ms. Brookhart is
concerned with the amount of noise pollution and the quality of life disturbance resulting from
unnecessary flights in the area.

At this time, | request that Ms. Brookhart’s concerns receive prompt review and every
possible consideration, consistent with all applicable rules and regulations. Thank you for your
attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Phil Craft in

my district office at (212) 860-0606.
Smccrcly 4
/1:— o} » A\'L_\

CARQLYI\ B. MALONEY
Member of Congress

CBM/Ic
cc: Barbara Brookhart
Hwve p 97
- Please Reply To:
1651 Third Avenue. Suite 311
New York. NY 10128-3679
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TATEM _ fthe HELICOPTER TASK FORCE

Ruth Mes: l
1 Centre S '

Thank you for this opportunity to express my displeasure over the helicopter nois¢ over
Manhattan. I have lived on West 72™ St for over 20 years and over the past year | have noticed a
tremendous increase in helicopter traffic. I had to flee the city Thanksgiving morning because of
the helicopter noise over the parade route which work me up at 6:30 am. Thanksgiving is no longer
the quiet peaceful holiday it used to be, presumably so TV viewers can have an aerial view of the
parade. I also leave the city during the NYC Marathon because of the mass of helicopter noise
following the runners which sounds like we are under assault. Also what ] thought would be a
quiet walk through Central Park the night of the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony was marred by
a belicopter hovering over Rockefeller Center. Iam a computer programmer working from home
and helicopter noise is a disruptive factor both day and night, whether from sightsecing helicopters,
pews and traffic helicopters, whatever. Dumping the noise from sightseeing choppers onto
residents who live above 86th Street is totally unfair and is not the solution. Why should they be
forced to endure the intolerable noise invading their homes continually? Iam very grateful that 1
do NOT live on 86th Street, and I cannot imagine how they can live with this MISERY'.

We already must endure the assault on our senses from the car alarms, the blaring boom boxes,
the screeching subway trains, the traffic noise, drivers who lean on their car borns, police and fire
sirens, ENOUGH ALREADY! Why add unnecessary helicopter noise to the mix. It’s the most
insufferable noise disturbing our peace today. Can’t we get rid of the unnecessary helicopter noise
so we can enjoy our homes and our beloved city in peace?

Thanks for you help.

Mﬁn\”a%
W 73 S
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December 5, 1997

Community Board No. 6
Borough of Manhattan
330 East 26th Street
New York, NY 10010

Dear Members of the Board:

We have a big problem in Murray Hill with helicopter noise: As tourist helicopters no
longer fly in this area (due to the company having gone bankrupt), and given the fact the
flyovers and hovering occur in the early morning, we know the “problem” is caused by
helicopters used by TV stations and other media. Just this morning, I was awakened
and literally knocked out of my bed at 5:55am by the roar of a media-owned helicopter,
that then proceeded to hover over my top-floor apartment. Every day this week this has
happened! If these helicopters just flew over, one might be able to go back to sleep; but
they hover for between 15 and 30 minutes, except for today when three(3) helicopters
were deployed at the same time over the neighborhood for three hours! Not even car
plugs can blot out their intolerable noise.

My job hours make me work late. Consequently I don’t get up until 7:30am or so. My
inability to get a night’s sleep adversely affects my daily work, and makes it harder in a
very fundamental way for me to earn a living. There is nothing worse than sleep
deprivation and its affect on your life.

T'have lived on 36th Street since 1981, and the helicopter noise which currently renders
my apartment uninhabitable at times has occurred only in the last five years, and has been
intolerable in the last twelve months. I’ve read in the Times TV stations are investing in
new larger helicopters: Presumably these are to be used during the full news broadcast
slots as quasi-stationary aerial offices. It is of the gravest additional concern, given the
balf-dozen helicopter crashes in the City in the last decade, that we will be spared
aerial disasters in the future. These helicopters fly at an altitude lower than the top of
the Empire State Building: This is dangerous, and the City, forewarned, may have a
degree of legal responsibility when the next crash happens.

In conclusion, these media-owned helicopters must be prohibited, both for environmental
and well as for safety reasons.

Very truly yours, H < F 99

Manka-&-;-cm
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Dear G(u.r,.,.., ’(""""‘“'d‘)'BaaA‘H May 16, 1997 -

RE : Helicopter Noise

At least twice a week, from sound sleep I am awakened by
helicopters. On Saturday, May 10th, one helicopter kept
flying around and around the Empire State Building, and then
the Chrysler Building. My apartment is inbetween both
buildings. Monday morning at 6:00am, one helicopter hovered
overhead for a good while making sleep impossible: It was
probably owned by one of the TV stations. Living on the 5th
and top floor of a brownstone, the noise made is never
passing or brief: The enduring droning is torture. It is
also possible to hear the more distant but disturbing noise
of the 34th street heliport.

> I understand restrictions have been placed
on tourist helicopters? What's being done

to enforce it?

> What good is it to those of us who may still
want to be asleep at 5 or 6am if the TV station

helicopters are not also grounded?

> In the last eight years, an egual number of
helicopters have crashed over New York City.
The next crash may well be one similar to
‘the fatal "€ on top of the (former) PanAm

building a few years back!

New York City is noisy enough. Allowing helicopters
makes it yet noiser and impinges on the inhabitant's (and

voter's) rights to quiet enjoyment of their homes.

Very tfuly yours,

C iy T
f4NC—P fol -—

L.j,r'
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June 2, 1997
401 East 34 Th. street
New York, NY
10016
212-916-2239 days
212-686-2445 nights

The Honorable Rudolph W. Jiuliani
Mayor Of the City of New York

City Hall

New York, NY

Mr. Mayor

I am a resident of the Rivergate Apts at 401 E 34 street diagonally acrogs from
the East Side Heliport which is the reason for this letter. | cannot beifig to
express the pain and suffering one goes through in having to endure the ear
splitting sounds of a helicopter landing or taking off in the immediate vicinity of
their home. It is impossible to conduct any conversation during these events.
The simple act of trying to watch TV or listening to the radio becomescontest of
wills between you and the helicopters. The landings and takeoffs are not
random events. They are occurring throughout the day on a regularly
scheduled basis. They begin at 7 am in the morning, which is how we wake up
and they continue throughout the day until 10 PM.

Last year | attended a meeting of the city council which was considering the
license renewal application for the heliport. | was embarrassed to share my
story of constant discomfort with noise poliution (which | eventually did) after
hearing the testimony of doctors and nurses from the NYU Medical center
directly across the street from the heliport.  The gaseous fumes, the constant
noise all of which must be endured by people sick enough to be in a hospital to
begin with. How could we have issued a license to a heliport that is direct
across from a hospital in the first place? Is there a limit to what we will do for
additional city revenues?

The City Council took a compromise position to reduce the number of flights
and eventually force the corporation to move the flights to the West side heliport
which does not have residential areas in the vicinity. This position was
reversed by a higher court unfortunately. The net result is that no progress has
been made.  The decision to issue the license was not made under your
leadership but the renewal of that license was. We need your support to end
the practice of helicopter flights over residential areas. | have now had to
resort to joining a major class action suit addressing the nuisance law with the
New York State Supreme court.

Y H'\./C pro2-



(2)

I have watched you make things happen when your mind is set on what is right
for the people in New York. | watched your behavior with the Board of
Education’s bureaucracy, | watched you with the corruption at the Fulton fish
market and the St. Gennaro's festival. | know what you can do when you set
your mind toit. | and many other residents of this area, are asking you to help
us now. We cannot continue to endure the unbearable noise and disruption to
the peace and quiet we seek in our every day lives.  Please come to the area
and listen to the noise and then ask yourself, “Could | live under these
conditions if the heliport where located across the street from Gacie Mansion?".
Please help us. '

\ Yours truly, f

Hwc p o3
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Dear Mayor Gruliani,

1 have lived at 401 E. 34® Street, Apt.S-9E for three years. The noise and fisnes from the East 34*

Street heliport have made my continued residence there impossible, forcing me to move at the end of
October.

All beliports in Manhatta1 must be closed to protect city residents. I also urge you to do the following:
o press the FAA for a helicopter no-fly zone over city land and waterways

» work with the media to pool and eventually eliminate news coverage by helicopter.
Thank you for your antic’pated cooperation.

Sincerely,

[Hrc (’Jlo‘-/
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New York, NY 10044
212.308.1366

June 11, 1997

The Hon. Mayor Giuliani
City Hall
New York NY 10007

Dear Mayor Giuliani,

Like all of my neighbors here on Roosevelt Island | breathed a sigh of relief when | heard that
you had closed down the helicopter airport at 60th Street and the East River. It took an
accident in which two persons lost their lives, alas, but finally you realized what a hazard and
nuisance that heliport is.

Now, much to our horror and disgust, it is business as usual at the heliport and those pesky
helicopters are filling our air with unbearable noise again! What happened? Can you not
enforce your decision to close the heliport down? You have been able to improve the quality

of life on Manhattan island, but we are part of the borough of Manhattan too. And we have
suffered long enough.

Please end the torture we suffer every time one of those helicopters takes off or lands.

Sincerely,

/,’( (%4% d

fHiwe pilos



l'am a resident of New York City. Ilive in an apartment on East 63rd Street and York Avenue
and all of my windows overlook the East 60th Street heliport. 1 live with my husband and baby

daughter. Both my husband and I are physicians at the nearby Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center.

November 12, 1997 D
Jane Garver
FAA

800 Independence Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20591

Dear Madam,

We are constantly plagued by the almost incessant noise and disturbance ( rattling of windows and
furniture) of the helicopters that fly and hover Just outside my window. Many times throughout
the day there will be 4 or even 5 helicopters whirling. The situation is such that normal
conversation must be suspended, telephone conversations (often to the hospital) cannot be heard,
music is drowned out and it is even unpossible to her the cries of my daughter if she is in need.
This has reached an unhealthy and frightening level. In fact, I wimessed from my window, the
recent horrific crash into the East River that resulted in a death. It was terribly disturbing to watch
bodies pulled from wreckage in the water as [ was preparing dinner for my family. Even more
disturbing was the thought that the crash could have involved my building, resulting in far more
destruction.

Turge you to use all of your power, influence and authority to put an end to this untenable
situation and see to the closure of this heliport for all but emergency use. It is not necessary to be
continually assaulted by this noise level, it is unhealthy and it is dangerous. I chose to live within
New York City because I believe it is vital to the survival of our cities that people like my family
strive to make them human and inhabitable. Our officials must do the same and end this abusive
intrusion on our lives. ;

Sincerely yours,

fHvc PIOG
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I'm LOan:SlO“A C‘+7 Gump would add,

S
People call 1 ngkeuan 1 live in Long

Island City. In the Historic District known as Hunters
Point and in a land-marked block, about 4 blocks from
the East River. That oasis has helicopters overhead é
good part of the day. Sometimes at night. In warm
weather, with the windows open, when I'm talking on
the telephone often I have to tell the party on the
other end of the line "hold it ~- I've got a
helicopter"” because I can't hear anything but the
chopper.

It is a little better nowadays which I guess is
due to the closing of the East 60th heliport. But is
that closure permanent, I ask.

Last summer I happened to have my camcorder with
me when I was sitting in my backyard garden -- and I
heard and saw a helicopter flying very low past the
Bl-story Citibank tower one block away. I tried to
film it but was too late. However, the pilot decided
to do the stunt again and it was captured on film.
Thanks to the pause button I can tell you that the
chopper was flying very close to the level of the
building's 26th floor. The film bears the date and
the time. A call to the FAA office on Long Island was
pointless. I was told they do not keep logs of -
helicopter flights. On another occasion I filmed a
hovering helicopter over my house for seven minutes.
But that also would be of no concern to the FAA.

Hwe Ple7
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I worked in Europe for 37 yaafs as a journalist.
I visited almost every major city, either on '
assignment or for pleasure, in Western Europe and in
Eastern Europe, as well as the countries on the
northern and southern shores of the Mediterranean. 1
don't recall ever having heard or seen a helicopter
overhead in those cities, other than a clearly-marked
Police chopper. The reason for the absence of
helicopters over those cities -- and remember that the
helicopter was invented in Europe -- is easily
explained. There were no heliports in the heart of
those cities. Heliports were simply'an adjunct or
annex of the city's main airports -- and those
airports would be located 20 - 30 - 40 miles from the
urban center. Shut down all heliports within New York
City and the problem before us today will vanish.
Thank you.

HRC !’) (o7 '
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March 17, 1997

Kenneth K. Fisher

Council Member

New York City Council

33rd District, Brooklyn

Sixteen Court Street, Room 1505
Brooklyn, NY 11241

Dear Councilman Fisher:

I am extremely concerned about your position in support of a
helicopter repair facility in the Brooklyn Navy Yards.

I spoke with John Talmage in your office today to express my
opposition to these plans and he assured me that this proposal
would not drive incremental helicopter traffic over Brooklyn
Heights. He told me that the facility owner would need to agree
to have helicopters avoid the Heights in their paths to and from
the facility.

Given the lack of FAA regulations on helicopter traffic and the
Eastern Region Helicopter Council's inability to influence
pilots to "fly neighborly", I am unconvinced that such an
agreement would ever come about or be enforceable. In addition,
this proposed agreement does nothing to ensure that neighboring
communities will remain unaffected.

The residents of Brooklyn Heights have been very clear with your
office about the profound impact that helicopter noise is having
on the quality of our lives. We look to You and other elected
officials to help us find a timely solution. A helicopter repair
facility in Brooklyn will not be part of that solution -- it will
become part of the problem.

I urge you to reconsider your position and withdraw your support
of this helicopter repair facility now.

kshpgerely,

HNC pro g

ition of New York City

pter Noise Coalition of New York City
President Howard Golden
iliani
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H-mk»[ EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Lebler

January 21, 1997

Ms. T

Dear Ms. -

Thank you for your informative letter of January 16th regarding the tour
helicopters. We do understand the inconveniences caused and are

pleased to inform you that we have actively stopped promoting these
tours.

We wish you continued success with your campaign.
Yours sincerely,

THE PENINSULA NEW YORK

General Manager
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Hclicopters are increasingly a frequent—and noisy—part of the sky-scape around New York

City and its suburbs, as well as in many other metropolitan areas around the nation. Over

the past year, NRDC gathered helicopter information data from sources at the FAA, EPA and

other government agencies; the helicopter industry: airport and heliport managers; and citizen

NRDC found that
helicopter noise—
and to a lesser
exient ground level
air emissions— has
a negative
environmental
impact in certain
local areas
experiencing
Jrequent helicopter
Sights.

noise groups that have formed in reaction to helicopter noise. Given the growth in
numbers of helicopters nationally and their increased impact in certain local areas of
the country, especially the New York City area, this study focuses specifically on
helicopter environmental impacts we found to be most significant and measures to
mitigate these impacts.

NRDC found that helicopter noise negatively impacts areas that experience
frequent helicopter flights. Previous NRDC studies had determined that airport and
aircraft environmental impacts are currently inadequately regulated. In this study. we
found that helicopter impacts are even more inadequately regulated than other fixed-
wing aircraft. Among the leading areas of inadequate regulation: the absence of
minimum flight altitudes or required flight paths in most places. In addition,
helicopter engines have no air emission standards so their emissions go unabated and

uncontrolled.

NRDC recognizes and supports the critical saferv concerns and requirements of the FAA,

airports, helicopter operators, and the public. Those concerns and requirements have been taken

into account in our recommendations. Nothing we recommend would compromise the safety of

helicopter flight.

NRDC Findings:

Helicopter Growth

The United States has by far the largest civil helicopter fleet of any country in the world. There

are more than 11,000 civil helicopters in the United States, more than triple the amount that were

registered in 1970. During this period. helicopter air tours within the U.S. have also increased

significantly; in 1996, almost one million tourists took such tours.

Detailed data on the number of helicopter flights in particular areas of the country are

difficult to obtain, because the FAA does not maintain databases on regional and local

[ 2
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helicopter operations. Further, many corporate and other private helicopters operate from private
helipads, without providing any flight data for the public record. This lack of government data
makes the adequate assessment of helicopter impacts difficult - and likely leads to the under-
estimate of such impacts.

New York City is one city that records the helicopter operations at its heliports and airports.
Helicopter operations at the city’s four heliports in 1990 numbered 160,000 per year and stayed
above 140,000 until 1997, making New York City the most heavily helicopter-trafficked area of
the country. Many of these flights impact the suburban areas of New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut that surround the City; details of these suburban impacts are also detailed in the
report.

Environmental Impacts and Federal Response

NRDC reviewed the limited (but growing) body of research conducted in the United States and
Europe over the past several decades that links aircraft and airport noise to identifiable health
effects. Noise-based health impacts include sleep deprivation and impacts on cardiovascular and
gastrointestinal functions, as well as reduced learning abilities of school children. These impacts
go bevond the quality-of-life annoyances caused when noise disrupts normal daily activities such
as speech, sleeping and relaxation.

In the U.S., there is not much helicopter-specific health research that documents the
relationship between helicopter noise and human health and well-being. However, both the FAA
and NASA have concluded that the public perceives helicopter noise to be twice as loud as
comparable-decibel fixed-wing aircraft. This perception of greater helicopter noise and
annoyance is due to the distinctive low frequency, vibration-inducing, and blade slap
characteristics that are unique to helicopters. A limited number of European studies of helicopter
noise confirm that there is a systemically different quality of noise from helicopters compared to
fixed-wing aircraft that results in higher public annoyance levels.

There are no aggregate data regarding smog-forming and toxic air emissions from
helicopters. Even more disturbing, neither the FAA nor the EPA require per-engine emissions
data for helicopter engines, as is required for other types of aircraft engines. Yetan

environmental impact statement prepared for New York City’s East 34™ Street Heliport found

Hwe P 13



that the heliport was the source of measurable quantities of smog-forming gases and elevated

levels of formaldehyde and other cancer-causing toxic emissions.

wmmmawwﬂmmamummmm
Capacity Act (ANCA)

Nearly ten years after the passage of the federal Airport Noise and Capacity Act (ANCA),
millions of Americans continue to live in environments that exceed the noise threshold set by the
FAA as compatible with residential use. Because ANCA is limited to aircraft over 75,000
pounds, ANCA has had no impact on reducing helicopter noise levels whatsoever. Currently, all
U.S. civil helicopters are under this weight threshold. Although federal aviation regulations
classify helicopters based on their noise emissions (according to similar Stage 1,2 and 3 noise
certification designations used for fixed-winged aircraft), the FAA has not set a Stage 3 (the
quietest level) noise certification level for helicopters.

Thorny legal issues govern the amount of control localities can exercise to reduce helicopter
noise. Besides phasing out the noisier commercial aircraft by the year 2000, ANCA’s other main
purpose is to review noise and access restrictions on aircraft operations that are imposed by
airpon proprietors and owners. ANCA created a number of procedural hurdles that airport
proprietors must overcome prior to adopting any noise or access restrictions. Although the
boundaries of ANCA have yet 1o be litigated, the Act has increased the power of the federal
government 1o preempt the traditional authority of the airport proprietor to address serious local
noise impacts, including those from helicopters. Chapter 2 discusses this preemption issue and
finds that the extent of preemption remains unclear at this point.

To help the reader work through the legal maze in this area of law, we have provided a case-
by-case summary of most of the pertinent noise-related preemption cases (including a discussion
of 1998’s National Helicople}' Corp. v. City of New York) and regulations as a help to
practitioners, as well as a series of “question and answers” based on current law.

NRDC’s recommendations for local and federal agencies are listed below. While our local
recommendations focus primarily on the NYC area, they could be adapted to many other areas
experiencing heavy helicopter activity.

Since 1990, the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) has conducted several studies
that document the environmental impacts of aircraft and airports. These reports include: Flying

Off Course: Environmental Impacts of America’s Airports (1996). and Under the Flight Path

Hve Py
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(1997), a study of airport noise impacts at Westchester County Airport (WCA) in New York
State. In these studies, NRDC found that, because of the continued (and projected) rapid growth
in air travel, there is an urgent need for increased scrutiny and mitigation of aviation’s noise, air
and water poliution impacts. Neither of our two previous reports focused on helicopter impacts.

We hope that this report fills this gap.

Federal Recommendations

e Congress should immediately direct the FAA 1o take two steps: first, to develop and
implement more protective “Stage 3" noise standards for helicopters; and second, to work
with other federal agencies to implement a series of tax and/or other market incentives to
encourage helicopter owners to retire their noisy Stage 1 and Stage 2 helicopters and to
invest in quieter (and cleaner) Stage 3 helicopters. Research to further document the effects

of helicopter and other aircraft noise on health and learning should also continue.

e Congress should pass H.R. 729 (co-sponsored by Congressman Jerrold Nadler and
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, among others), which would require the FAA to prepare

helicopter risk plans in cities with substantial helicopter noise impacts.

e To fill the significant data gap with respect to helicopter health impacts, environmental
impacts, and number of operations, the FAA should require the collection of separate
helicopter operations data by heliports. The FAA should provide public information on

numbers of helicopter operations to enable the adequate assessment of their impacts.

e The FAA should require a 2,000 foot minimum flight altitude for helicopters wherever

possible, especially over residential and other noise sensitive areas.

o The FAA should require helicopters to follow noise abatement procedures for takeofTs,
flyovers and landings, unless safety, weather, or other FAA-speciﬁed concerns preclude their

use.

e The FAA should require helicopter identification numbers that are readable from the ground

on low-flying helicopters to help the FAA and local public officials to enforce requirements
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on minimum altitudes and noise abatement flight paths. Likewise, the FAA should work
with local public officials, noise abatement advocates and other interested parties to develop
Jocal rules that minimize the impacts of media, tourist and other non-essential helicopter

flights in noise-sensitive areas.

EPA should also act to address the currently-uncontrolled air emissions from helicopters. A
1993 EPA-sponsored study at Chicago’s Midway Airport found that aircraft engines emit
significant quantities of toxic volatile organic compounds (such as formaldehyde, benzene
and 1,3-butadiene). and particulate matter. EPA should implement regulatory limits on

these toxic air emissions from helicopter and other aircraft engines.

Congress should amend and clarify the 1990 Airport Noise and Capacity Act (ANCA) to
clearly allow reasonable, non-discriminatory local regulations to control the environmental

impacts of helicopter operations.

Local Recommendations

viii

Public officials throughout the tri-state region should work with regional helicopter councils,
the FAA, and local community and noise abatement advocates to develop noise mitigation
procedures and flight paths for their locales. To the extent possible, flight paths should avoid
residential areas and fly over highways and waterways. Public officials and local advocates
should support H.R. 729, a bill in Congress that would require helicopter risk plans in cities

with substantial helicopter traffic.

Public officials should determine if any financial incentives (i.e., reduced fees/rents) can be
provided to helicopter companies that fly quieter, new-technology aircrafi, as well as to

heliport operators that encourage their use.

Heliport owners or operators should make noise-related improvements at each heliport
including: installing a permanent noise monitoring system serving all sites or using portable
monitors to conduct spot-checking at sites near heliports or flight paths. Public officials
should explore the use of monitoring results to impose noise-related fines for aircraft

exceeding specified lower decibe] thresholds.
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Heliport owners and operators should collect monthly operational breakdowns by mission
(e.g., air tour, charter, corporate, emergency, media. special/other) and aircraft type, and

provide public access to the data. .

Local public officials (especially in suburban counties) should consider refusing to zone for

heliports, depending on local helicopter traffic and noise impacts on their jurisdictions.

NRDC supports many of the recommendations of the Heliport and Helicopter Master Plan
for the Ciry of New York. These are listed in Chapter 3. These recommendations include
ways to reduce the impact of helicopter operations. for example, by further restricting and/or
banning tourist sight-seeing flights and by restricting flight paths to primarily over water and
highways. NRDC strongly supports a ban on tourist flights over residential areas, and urges

the City to keep tourist flights over major waterways.

Despite many positive recommendations. the City’s Master Plan does more to justify its
current helicopter policies than to create and implement a sufficient plan for the future.

Most significantly, it underestimates the community, environmental and health impacts of
helicopter growth in NYC, and fails to adequately discuss all possible alternatives to the
current projections of the City’s helicopter growth. For example, the Master Plan does not
adequately explore the obvious need to limit media and other non-essential helicopter traffic,
focusing solely on the tourist helicopter phenomenon. The City should work with FAA to
develop rules and a pooling/sharing arrangement 1o reduce the numbers of media and traffic

helicopters that converge on a site and hover for long periods of time.

New York City should continue its recent ban on sightseeing flights at the 34"™ Street
Heliport and should work toward banning sightseeing flights over the city generally. Further,
New York City should not allow a heliport to be placed on the Hudson River’s Pier 76,

which is in the middle of the newly-created Hudson River Park.

New York City should develop ground-based restrictions for operating hours, idling times,
engine run-ups related to maintenance, and training operations. These restrictions (as well as
the mission-related operational breakdowns noted above) should be incorporated into the

city-issued Aviation Facility Licenses.
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e New York City should establish a Heliport Oversight Committee, which should work with
the FAA, community representatives and industry organizations to review and improve

existing noise-abatement procedures.

e New York City should take a co-lead position with the Eastern Regional Helicopter Council
and the FAA to develop an Electronic News Gathering (ENG) Operations Manual for media
helicopters. Issues covered should include minimum weather criteria, altitude minimums,

hovering durations, and event-specific guidelines.

e InNew Jersey, local public officials should work with New York City officials and the FAA
10 establish altitude restrictions, flight paths, hovering duration, and other noise abatement

procedures for ENG (electronic news gathering) helicopters. most of which are currently

based in New Jersey.
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February 18, 1996

Ms. Judy McClain, Chair

Helicopter Task Force O.
Manhattan Borough President's Office
New York, New York ‘ L‘"“‘“” on

S aa—"'a_

Re: Report on Helicopter Safety
Dear Ms. McClain:

Frequent crashes involving fatalities have put safety at the top of the regulatory agenda in
both the Grand Canyon and Hawaii, where the FAA has issued flight rules in 1994 and 1995.

Here in New York City, The National Transportation Safety Board has reported on 15
helicopter incidents (tour and other) since 1983, including 5 involving fatalities. These
reports show three incidents in New York City in the 1990's, one fatal.

Nationally, there is approximately one helicopter crash every week involving a fatality. The
causcs of helicopter crashes include mechanical failure, pilot error, flying into obstructions
such as power lines, and crashing into each other. Recently in the news was a fatal helicopter
crash in the Florida Everglades (collision into a radio tower) and the fatal collision of two
Israeli military helicoptefs (into each other).

It is interesting to note that the Grand Canyon and Hawaiian waterfalls and lava flows are
remote underpopulated areas. The Israeli crash is noteworthy in that one helicopter crashed
into the town’s guesthouse, setting it ablaze. Here in New York, the matter of our concern
involves some of the most densely populated neighborhoods in the world.

From reading the attached news articles and crash reports it is evident that safety cannot be
guaranteed and that helicopter accidents can and will happen.

Finally, the issue of public liability cannot be ignored. The attached list of the five largest
liability verdicts of 1995 includes a $420 million judgment in favor of two families against a
helicopter manufacturer.

It is unfortunate that this issue has arisen here in New York. The industry has slipped in
between the cracks and grown rapidly. I do not believe that passengers understand the risks
involved, and the burden on our citizens is considerable.

Xdurs truly,

\—_

ie Coalition of New York City
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CITY OF NEW YORK

MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 4
330 WEST 42ND STREET ¢ NEW YORK. N.Y. 10036
TEL. 736-4536 FAX 947-9512

PAMELA FREDERICK

CHAIR

JESSICA GREER

DISTRICT MANAGER

January 9, 1998

Hon. John B. Daly
NYS Department of Transportation
5 Governor Harriman State Campus
Albany, NY 12232

Alvin S. Trenk, Presidemt

Air Pegasus

25-B Vreeland Road

PO Box 99

Florham Park, NJ 07932 )

Re:  December 30, 1997, Helicopter Crash at West 30" Street Heliport
Dear Sirs:

The helicopter crash that occurred on December 30, 1997, was the second such incident at
the West 30" Street heliport in the last six months. These incidents, together with the
April 15, 1997, crash at East 60" Street, are responsible for one dead and at least eleven
injured.

These incidents may have been caused by a number of factors, including pilot error,
weather, equipment, or inherently unsafe conditions at the heliport; the actual cause in
each case remains to be determined by the National Transportation Safety Board.
Whatever ultimately is determined to be the cause of these incidents, however, they raise
grave concerns among the residents of our community, and, we have no doubt, the
residents of all communities in which heliports are sited or are scheduled to be sited.

We believe that a meeting with all of the concerned parties should be scheduled to address
these concerns. Among the points we want to discuss are:

1. Your evaluation of the safety of 30" Street in licht of the recent accidents. The close
proximity of the accident to the highway, and its bikeway/walkway, raises particular
concemns. .
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Hon. John B. Daly and Alvin S. Trenk
January 9, 1998
Page Three

cC:

Hon. Rudolph Giuliani, Mayor

Hon. C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Jerrold Nadler, United States Representative

Hon. Catherine Abate, State Senator

Hon. Franz Leichter, State Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, State Assemblymember

Hon. Richard Gottfried, State Assemblymember

Hon. Scott Stringer, State Assemblymember

Hon. Tom Duane, City Councilmember

Hon. Ronnie Eldridge, City Councilmember

Hon. James Ortenzio, Hudson River Park Conservancy
Connie Fishman. Deputy Mayor for Economic Development and Planning’s Office
Pepi Ertag, Manhattan Borough President’s Office
Shirley Jaffe, NYC Economic Development Corporation
Al Butzel, Hudson River Park Alliance

Sonia Rivera, Route 9A Project

Joy A. Held, Helicopter Noise Coalition of New York City
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The unfortunate accident at the West Side heliport last night serves to underscore the urgency of getting the
FAA to do something soon about helicopter overflights of New York City. As the article, reprinted from
the industry magazine Aviasion International News, shows, the FAA Regional Administretor is
encoursging the worst helicopter overflight offenders (large corponations not necessarily hesdquartered in
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Helicopters in Midtown?

Plans to resume helicopter service to Kennedy and
Newark Airports from the heliport atop the Pan Am
Building ought to be vetoed by Federal and city offi-
cials. This is especially true because New York Air-
ways is planning to use Sikorsky S-61 helicopters for
the service, despite the fact that two of this model
were involved in fatal crashes in, California last year.

The tragedy that would result if a 28-passenger
’copter were to .plunge through the roof into Grand
Central Terminal or into one of tha busy adjoining

streets is too great for a project of stich minimal com--

munity benefits. And, even if it could be shown that
the danger was virtually zero, there would still be a
noise barrier to conquer. .

In the twenty-five months when helicopters did
operate from the 800-feet-high rooftop, the moise was
a constant source of-complaint from occupants of
offices and apartments throughout the midtown area.
Now many of these have served notice that they will
fight to block any renewal of the city permit for use
of the heliport. .

Actually the helicopter service from the roof of the

n Am Building at best serves only an infinitesimal
action of the passengers who use the metropolitan
rea’s three major airports—Kennedy, La Guardia and
Newark. Currently these fields handle more than
100,000 passengers a day; the 'copter traffic, before
its discontinuance, averaged about 700 persons a day.

Three years ago the Port Authority and the Tri-
borough Bridge and ‘Tunnel Authority announced that
they were jointly studying the possibility of a $50-
million combination heliport and garage on the East
River between 36th and 38th Streets.. Unfortunately,
they have never succeeded in working out feasible
financing for the plan, but this is the right kind of
location for a heliport—dne where the approach'can
be made over water, ; '

The place where a hellport should not be is on a
lofty rooftop surrounded by other skyscrapers in the
-densely poptilated center of midtown Manhattan.
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Second, American youth ar
truly peace-loving, and riot
are not a- part of America-
life or philosophy.

I truly hope that our Goverr
ment will take note and shap
its policies accordingly; anc
that our leaders and youti
itself will channel the *spiri
of Woodstock” Into new an
worthwhile ventures to’ benefi
this and future generation:
everywhere.

Marcotr H. GERsor
Great Neck, L. I, Aug. 18, 196¢

War No Game

To the Editor:

The Aug. 21 letter of Fann)
T. Taber notes that “above al
things [the American people

love [s] a victory, whether ir

a ball game or a war” and use:
this argument to justify military
victory in Vietnam.

Never have I seen a2 more
superficial rationalization for 1
military solution to the Viet-
namese war. Doesn’t this writer
realize that the analogy be
tween a game and a war ic¢
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though it were batter, into the empty
and passive skulls of his students
while they sit idly by expecting to be
entertained or “motivated.” If they are
not willing to provide their own moti-
vation, to look upon learning as some-
thing that must be cheallenged and
mastered to be fully appreciated,
then 1 am afraid that there is litte
help for them. -

Even Socrates could not have taught
Plato had Plato been looking out the
window. MICHAZL A, STEZEN

Stroudsburg, Pa., Jan. 20, 1977
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‘Dangerous’ Heliport
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" To d‘me Edito

The resumption of holicodhr flights
from the roof of the Pan Am Building
is incredibly absurd from the stand-
point of the public safety.’

No doubt -the flights will provide a
measure of convénience for the handful
of travelers who will use the service.
1 look forward to using it mynlf

But from the public standpolnt it is
ridiculous.

-Perched over the fragile roof of
Grand Centra] Terminal, used daily by
thousands of commuters, and located
in the very heart of our crowded city—
one could not choose a more dangerous
place to locats a heliport. Helicoptars
do fail. They are subject to great vibra-
tion and fatigus of metal, and "auto-
rotation” 8 no cure for structural
failure.

If a midtown heliport is neodéd, it
should be located at one of the rivers.

Lxx S. KrREINDLER
New Yotk, Jan. 21, 1977
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called for ne new. crusades apainst’

avil Ald nat relanes intn tznlation. and
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percent of these accidents are wi-
timately caused by the driver. As e
man who has fought ail his life for
better highway safety through. the
nonprofit Menocherian-Robbins -Foun-
dation, 1 am appalied that a:garpe
would be made, much less sold, “be~dd
on such a horrifying reahty as denh:
on our roads.

Highway ufety is no joké Dying or :
being permanently injured in an au
mobile accident is not very funny. This
reckiess disregard for human' life is a
frightening trend In our society. "It
appeads ol television, in nmwovies and i
the media, Now '® has become’ s
“game” for amusement parks,

Do “games’ like this bring out via:
lence during actual driving? Maybe
Urey, do | tnd ™a they don't, Hut
is nt worth hﬂhm b “fng “oae> ="
Isn't enough reckless driving already
on our roads? Do people need to ¥
encouraged to play games that rewsrd
reckless and dangerous driving bnbm&
1 think not,

According to tha article, none bl
these games are in New York City. 1
urge the Department of Consumer Al
{airs 16 take immediate action to see
that none of them ever do appear dr
New York. This constant glorificatien
of reckleas driving habits must stop
somewhere, FRED MANOCHERIAN:
New York, Jan. 13, 1971,

‘Cruel’ Bus Schedules -

To the Editor:

Those who framed the policy of &'
cutback in bus service in order to save,
funds for a fiscally sick dty-m.he‘n
ill advised. To have ini
policy in the winter—a
meteorologists predicted be.ex-
tremely cold—was thoughtless and h-
sensitive,

At present, often in vero m\he}.-
bus riders are constrained to walt 18
or 20 minutes and sometimes much
longer for the bus to arrive. At times.
the dus is overionded and is unabie’
to receive any more pastengers, thes -
leaving many to walt for the next busr .
_For many riders such schedules m
"heartiess and cruel,

This curtailed service might ameﬂd-
rate to 2 minpechie depree the cm"r
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accident the others were said to have '3
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me.zzeaayehmpf';s;, a;;krﬁ‘#mia '”’rhrowso#akotor Bla

-Mwu.nuhllﬂ IN womsn on
Madison Avenve and 434.
omv -‘mm»ﬁ on mdlmo -nd Van-

ale section of |N|
on the fourth flooe
of the Ylh Clnb at on Street and Van.
« dordilt Avenve, w| she heurd
nm soumded like a )mluwm
She looked up and “ww whet
10 he 2 showsr—tuit # was hunlly Al
downpnur nf glass. it went on for about
Ahree munytes. _
The Shrieking pf Sieene
Within miputes, fire mﬂm and poice |
rens shriekmng wrre pouring
ice quntkly moved |
~n :

i for
that the section of hlade rulmdmg
ndow in the Pan Am Burid
led the hl.‘e i
innde snd traflic belony

Orly one of the pearuns hilled wes
powitively wentified 1ast mght The Polrce
Deparimeni lised Anne Bernecott of 68 |

ster Park, the-Bronx. 83 the woman '
iled on Maduon Asvenve

The New York City Medics! Examiner's
Office terlatively igentilied those fatally
Injured atop the buwiding #a Devid Toomey

L of Montclar, NJ., Michpet hndlry of
323 West 45th Street, nriquo Gangs, 43,
o address mven, end “an unknown muti. |
1sted body behieved 10 he that of & maje-
from Mian, IUI(‘ Mr Gonge dirdiat.

several hours after the

. | dom’y want.
» - -
o Miss O'Krele encoped with enly shight

l Facope Windows Used
Sow-e -numm ud the three orew
heif doren

been on its pod Il
mie 3 hreemralE Tarmaroond Theie Plames or United Sites ahlines,
when the sccident The leom dispeiched to New York wes
l:‘nﬂ one of several m:u for IM! besded by Ldvard D Dm ot '"‘“"""" craft chmbed owt
o
J"M u:.‘. geor -mmmm“;.m Movn snd 5 deor 1hat nad been
ihat wes net smmadisl were inseried under the wheels and the Poyne and Roland Mays, twn -
1dermined. ""“. " O Negen appeared ",mov biades continued 10 whirl. A)le'—'-m-vf ey ome 'y"mn
Lonsi Vg Bl mm o V""‘ """7' spokeuman said L WAL 1o were among the first in reach 1he
Hirg e itaiiogd rd procedure fo have 1he FIOFT rool, sexd the tievainrs wers shul dnwn
pv\rd that it wes relativety calm simost “ their normal 1,000 Fvolulions- ' ad ‘they were nhiiged 16 CarTy 8 MIretch.
Iprdien lale afternoon R the viciniy - Sermimute soeed danng the INTEMIRAS oo and
7 e voa Pomaniomiemas <14 et oty ! (UNOTOURd pericd The' blades whirt
* rnre may have heen At af Avnchronize-
Liva, snd (ha1 sewhet couid hove
u».. train on the sirut

“‘ weing delays of 30 lau l:'nv;:!n L)
J llﬂ\l?ﬂ mm\] 1hem 16 hoepial v e, @
There were speculative reports tha® 8 [ hofs 1he helicopter ..."Lu Baggage wes amall man, said the nedesls nf corrving
'el;(."'h::l '"&;‘;’ puttiog the he vnlosded Bosrding ) hqun mm_ux_a.maml-o Mghts of wtows wee

3.
aox wn'umu md s New York Amu uring l.. lumm« N.n. ol nu nine wamjured
er 3l {persons aboard were hurt whem the Bir. . Wendy they
;E:;‘::l“ Mo a0t s & tivg had rah Xeeled bver. ‘and iney a1l ot ot e warting "to boerd the helicopter,
Ihrough emerges 115 and doors o8 the “when it collapsed
Investigations were begun by the ""“ ! el side, 'hltﬂkﬁ skyward, “TTt be seeing it for the miat 20 voore,™
ament. New York Airways. the b "‘ The collapse hroke windows, the rotor said W Hersch. “The Sebne started Mv-
eral Government and the Air Line Piietd _“‘ and other perts of the ereft sa ing 3md the Kises started Ming—we just
Asgtciation , the pohice sawd. Some of these parts ' (Urned SFOURG ¢nd Erved Gown the TaIrs.”
The Federal investization will be con- | Z0 10 PEICE B0 COme O L he waded, refermag lo the slers of the
ducted by the Natrenal Tnnsmlm,mm Into the streeis, 0O feet below. where pessengers arrive and
Safety loard which dupstched 2 50~ were an srrans nearty Ihe full lesve the pod
called “go” team from Washiagton by M.nu o~ molig St ibdunien.al sedelogs
Homihe raponastice |xnu~w°‘" R e e e hixen ord e Mow
v . y H v
o the scrre o 1" o hodies cut 80 fying el O'Hogan o [Reatel

A spokesman for New York Airwayy
said thet its Fhght 972—a 30.f4ot lon
20-passenger Sikorsky S-81—had ma
e 10-minute 1 from Nenhedy 10 the
Pan Am roof w lbwl incident and had'

Aﬁg‘——dﬂw« rewn AvIYorlt  AmwEvr  oparENgR.

Teams, wh nk McLoughha, & Del Com- | Kociver, Mr. Kociver nates hat W wes

chany lrd wrM uuv are  BeVen- mangm"w put ot the were | § civer,

e R e o g e e s ba ond | i Bvieg :“ et 1he mcrdent &
v o scene [ hng oné co 1

of any crash in ;’m country. They oito! woeces are all ever the place

“The everyt] “soet
rrovide. observers in mwestigatron. of Slzdes Wit them ond hing * of aberts .

Copter. Pad /Bom in_ Controvcrsy-

By WOLFGANG SAXON,

 WRTicHpTer service DeTwaen the hefiport
~otop-the Pan Am Building snd metropoli-
tan sirports wAfs trieq first in the mid-
1980’3, wnded for ecomomic vewsons and
was resurrected only ¢ few months agoe
o)l amid fierce srguments that one day
‘ons of the aircraft was bound 1o fsll 1ntlo
lNl street Nlr- . whe
t was n| mmunl
fourht .J".’.,Zf-? X '.Tl"...n.
wy mew tma ANweys, m. 00
that ey were Aoty INFUNIONS IND The
fives of (he residenis. The opposition ar-
gument wes (hat heliports did noe belong

on mudtown buikdings but shouid be eon-'

10 tha gvater's nlp on New_York
City's undeny!
e hlolm ms thet New Vcﬁ Ale-
began (0 CotTy air pasven)
|h:y‘~d of the sl"z"; I’:: Mn"":"‘u\.
u he bc‘u nrports. Approval of the

uun somemln; ssiely and nolse.

But the belicopier service, meinly for
hnmm m 5 hurry 10 esich & piane.
\nm»ynm\wn expecied. And

n February | . Raving

snd Park Avemoe once again an attractive |
proposiuon. With modern Sikoraky K81
helicopters sesting 30 peopie, New York
Atrways decided that it could make &
success of the service.

The company sought the city's sp-

g =) e we saar

ng
Ameran World Alrways
her sirtines paying only $13.

In the hearings on the maiter, helicop-
Lers over the midtown shes were pictured
8% 3 hoon 18 1he city’'s economy lnl .
bane 10 residents and Dusinesers in the

MHght path, -nlmhnr'h- sround v
Grang crmul aren {
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theught \!llll myn 1974, -m-yw
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dowrd nl aeculve Mlnruln at_he .
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svontually weund wp on 109 of the
Mku where he .-’u clp
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A Sightseeing Helicopter Crashed,
A Long Island Teenager Died,
And a Father Began a Desperate Fight

That May Never Be Over
By Abby Hirsch

=7 EBRUARY 10, 1990. WAS A SATURDAY. BERNARD FALLER AWOKE IN HIS
'ggﬁ empty Tudor-style house in Teancck, New Jersey. and ambled down-
% stairs to his big country Kitchen to make some coffee. He took a show-
er and put on a pair of blue jeans. a shirt. a jacket. As he did every
weekend, Faller climbed into his white Pontiac Bonneville and drove
out to Hewlctt, Long Island. where his 13-year-old son. Robbic., lived
with Faller’s former wife, Linda.

During the drive, Faller. 44. a successful insurance and estate planner,
thought back 10 Robbic's bar mitzvah only a few weeks carlicr. He recalled. in
particular, Robbie's speech. For months. Faller had coached his son. urging him
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o read sdow '\ and 1o articuline caen
word. Falier remembered bow  Robbie
fooked out at the audience just as it was
aver. When he caught his father's eve and
saw him give the thumbs-up sign. Robhic
bcamud from var 1o car.

On the way to Hewlen, Faller thought
about the surprise he had planncd for his
son that day. Faller’s second wife, Rhoda,
a lawyer, had gone to visit her sister in
Florida. Her two sons, Robbic’s new step-
brothers. were spending the weekend
with their father in New Jersey. That left
Berniv and Robbic alone 1ogether for the
weekend. just the two of them—the way it
had been for the nine years since Bernie
and Linda had split.

Faller had somcthing special in mind: a
sightseeing tour of the New York City sky-
line on an lIsland helicopter. Bernie was an
amateur pilot. and Robbie, an honor stu-
dent at Woodmere Middle School, loved
plancs, 100. His father knew Robbie
would be thrilled with the flight.

But Faller knew his ex-wife wouldn't feel

A stlight rain was misting down i tha
Ieft Staten Bland, but by the time tha
reached Manhattan and pulled into the ls-
land parking lot at the Eust 34th Strect
heliport, it had stopped. Bernie remem-
bers thinking that visibility wouldn't be &
problem,

The §50 tickets entitled them 1o fifteen
minutes of flight time—down the East
River. pust the Statue of Liberty, up the
Hudson River. During the short wail in
the trailer that Island calls its passenger
lounge. Robbic played a few video games.
Then he joined his father and two French
tourists for a bricfing on the use of semt
belts and life vests, instructions that Faller
suays were barely audible over the noisc of
the engine. Moments later, the four pas-
sengers were ushered out 1o the waiting
helicopter.

The Fallers sat facing cach other in the
Bell 206 L jetranger. Bernice Faller remem-
bers that Robbie’s scat belt wasn't work-
ing properly and he needed some help
with it Faller himsell had trouble snap-
ping it into place. Though he would vivid-
ly recall the incident later, 1 didn’t think
much of it at the time,” he says, “There
was only a brief interval before we took
off. Once the French tourists got in, off
we went.”

The helicopter rose siraight up in the
air 30 10 40 fect, he remembers. “The pi-
lot rotated the nose of the plune about
150 degrees to the left. Then he lowered
the nose considerably as we headed out 1o
the East River.”

Though Faller noticed that the heli-
copter’s nose was fucing down. he didn't

Over the voars the Cowree of Wl hys P
ot training. one picee of advice had been
drummed repeatedly into Faller's head.
Ahvays fly your airpline. Never become u
passenger in your own crafi. No omatter
what's happening or what the CIICTEONCY.
think: What must 1 do? And ihen take
that action.

Faller knew that it he didn't take con-
trol of the sitwation, he would die. His
first step was to take off his seat beli, He
couldnt see or feel Robbie, but once
he'd unhooked himself. he groped
around for the door and found i, He
groped around again for his son. No
luck. He was running out of air. He had
1o surface.

What he saw a few seconds later sur-
prised him. The helicopter was upside
down. almost compleieh submurged. And
it was only a stone’s throw from the heli-
port picr.

He saw' the pilot bobbing in the water,
not toe far away. The French tourists, safe
and unharmed. were clinging 10 the cop-
ter's skid. The only one missing was Rob-
bie.

Faller dived bach down into the murky
waters. 1 was fully aware that if | didn't
get him out fast. he would die. 1 reached
for the area where | expecied his seat belt
to be, but all [ was able 10 grab on 10 was
his clothing.™

According to the deposition for the law-
suit he would later file. Faller returned to
the surface a second time, then dived
again unsuccessfully. He begged the pilot.
Charles Rodda, 1o do something. Rodda
dived and surfaced a fow seconds later.

: ! ' } * 1 I
When the helicopter crashed, Bernis Feller wesh
into cement. ... It was pitch-black. | Was §

that way. Deuthly afraid of small plances,
she had been anxious whenever Bernic took
Robbic along when he flew. So Bernie
hadn't 10ld cither of them about his plans.
That way, it would be a surprise. Besidos,
why worry Linds? Especially since Bernie
himaell wouldn't be the pilor. He was going
to leave the flying 1o Island Helicopter.

E PICKED ROBMIE UP, AND
they drove 1o Staten Islandd
o visit a Iriend. then went
for lunch. As they were fin-
ishing their pizza. Robbic
asked about the plans for
the aficrnoon. Bernic
grinned and handed over
lhg‘ I]L‘“L‘nplg‘l' ticket. Rob-
hic was costatie,

MoONMWAYORN Gy, ag

know if the position was unusual. He re-
alized quickly that the craft was guining
speed but not altitude. Suddenly. out of
the corner of his eye, he saw the right
strut of the copter hit the water, Faller
was pitched forward instamtly and was
thrown violently against his scat belt.
Then a wall of water hit him. " The sen-
sation.” he says, “was like running into
cement.”

He knew they had crashed. Immcdiate-
Iy. the cabin filled with waier. Things
went faster than he had ever thought pos-
sible: “There was no time at all 10 size up
the situation between the moment of im-
pact and the moment we were” sub-
merged.” e sayvs. What Faller did not
know wus that the copter had somersault-
ed. Buth he and Robbic were hanging up-
side down. And it had happened within
just a minute of wkeoll,

“ltwas pitch black,” Faller remembers.
“Fwas swallowing kerosene and the con-
taminated water of the Cast River. | knew
that Fwas drowning.™

Hve P (30

“As fast as he was in.” Faller suid. “he
was out.” By this time. Faller noticed that
Robbic's leg. a sneaker siill on his foot.
was sticking out of the door, but Faller
still couldn’t reach him,

After what scemed an cternity, Faller
says. Rodda finally got his small pocket
knife open, then headed back down into
the water. He stayed there briefly. Faller
said in his deposition, then surfaced and
ld Faller there was nothing more he
could do. Faller pleaded with Rodda to
hand over the knife. As they moved 1o-
wird cach other, Fuller remembers. he
was terrilied that the knife would slip
from Roddu’s grip belore the transfer was
made. But he grabbed it and went hack
into the cabin. By then. the craft had shifi-
ed downward and listed slightly 1o one
side.

“Feontinued 1o try and find the semt
belt.” says Faller. =1 was grabbing and
pulling on cvervibing. But at this puint,
My hands had become totally numb. 1
couldn’t even tell what | was cutting.

'
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much later did Faller discover that in his
frenzy. he had been slashing at his own
hands.

Rodda stood on the landing skid of the
helicopter and tried 10 shift the craft so
Faller could reach Robbie, but Rodda
wasn't heavy enough 1o do it by himsell.
1 screamed for help,” Faller recalls. **But
the French didn't budge.” Faller himself
finally crawled atop the belly of the craft
and moved closer 10 Rodda, successfully
shifting the helicopter. But it was a futile
move.

The helicopter was beginning to sink
and drift away from the picr. Several min-
utes had passed, and no one had come 1o
the rescue. The Island staff at the heliport
had scen the copter go down, but there
was a problem: The heliport had no res-
cue equipment that was ready to go and
no established emergency procedure.
There was one rubber raft on hand. but it
was deflated and had no motor. When the
crew did manage to inflate it, no paddle
could be found.

Island pilot Ed Hadeed used a two-by-
four as a makeshift paddle. Struggling
against the currents, he managed to
rcach the wreckage. But twenty minutes
or more had already elapsed. Faller was
holding on to Robbie’s leg, still trying
desperately to work his son free from the
seat belt. When Hadeed reached his
side, Bernie refused to get into the raft
and give up.

Scveral minutes later, the police rescue
helicopter arrived. Three people had seen
the crash and dialed 911 immediately, but

it took almost 25 minutes for rescuers 10
get there.

At this point, Faller swam to the rubber
raflt and was pulled aboard. *'[ decided |
would now get out of the way,” he said. ']
didn’t want them spending time on me. 1
wanted them spending time on him.™

But in his heart, Faller savs now, he
knew Robbie was dead.

N AMBULANCE RUSHED THE
victims to Bellevue Hospi-
tal, a few blocks away. Ber-
nic Faller was treated for
bruiscs on his arm and for
hypothermia. Lying on gur-
neys to his right in the
emergency room were the
French tourists. To his left
was Rodda. They were being treated for
similar injurics. In the meantime, the res-
cue team back at the helicopter had man-
aged 1o get Robbie out. Unconscious, he
was airlifted 1o Bellevue,

Shortly afier Fuller gol o the emergen-

LY TOUIL NG B and ticheopicr eam be-
gan to arrive. “Their people got there in
less time than it took 1o get us out of the
water,” Faller told me. In the deposition,
Faller said that the Island representatives
huddled with Rodda and had an intense
conversation in low tones. Soon, the men
from the National Transportation Safcty
Board arrived. The last to show was [s-
land Helicopter's president, Don Gault,
who talked to the pilot and the French
tourists. Faller savs Gault never spoke
with him.

Bernie Faller remembers asking a
question of an NTSB representative
whose name he does not remember:
Why didn’t the pilot deploy the flouts be-
fore the helicopter went down? By keep-
ing the copter upright, the floats might
have saved Robbie's life. The represen-
tative told Faller that the first time the
pilot knew he was going to crash was
when he hit the water.

The NTSB rep also told Faller that
Rodda surmised that a gust of wind had
caused the accident. a claim that Faller
found implausible. since he recalled that
there had been almost no wind. With ten
years of experience as a pilot, Faller was
certain that the crash was due to pilot er-
ror.

“If the pilot was all there,” Faller says,
“the crash wouldn't have happened. He
was impaired or distracted, or simply not
looking out the window. | wondered what
the hell he’d been thinking of when he let
that accident happen.”

Upstairs at the hospital, Robbie was on
a ventilator, still unconscious. His lungs

hit by a wall of water. “The sensation was ike running
swallowing kerosene. ... | knew that | was drowning.”

had taken in a lot of water and kerosene,
and to pump it out, the ventilator had 10
be run at the maximum setting. which put
a terrible strain on Robbie’s heart. The
prognosis was grim.

Five days later. Robbie’s heart stopped.
“And.” says Faller, “for all practical pur-
poses, so did mine. | had picked up a
healthy child from his mother and
brought back a corpse.”

Overwhelmed by grief, Faller says he
knew his life could never be the same, and
he knew the accident could have been
avoided.

B \LLER LATER DISCOVERED THAT
this was not tsland Helicopter's
first catastrophe. Since 1979,
Island and its affiliate company
New York Helicopter—both of
them owned by parent company
Transleisure—have had cight
crushes, and four people have
died.

When | Hearned carly this year that the

frve o3y

Pailcr case s sohodiicd o Lo
left messages with Berme Fabler's law-
ser Frank He Granite Jrasking that his
client get in touch with me. Alver
months of calls. Faller agreed o several
intervicws,

Shortly alier Robbic's death, on the
recommcendation of a psy chiatrist, Fallor
had checked himsell into the Payne
Whitney Psychiatric Clinic. on East Toth
Street. He siayed for cight weeks and
was on suicide watch for part of that
time. When [ met him, in May, he was
still taking Wellbutrin for his depres-
sion.

Faller arrived for the interview with
his wife. Rhoda. Four and a hall years
after the accident, hiz emotions were
still unmistakably raw, and she was ex-
hausted. Thev confessed that their mar-
riage was precarious and admitted that
they didn't know how it had lasted as
long as it had.

Three times in that one evening, Faller
said tearfully. "I have nothing 10 live for.”
And three times—referring 1o her sons,
Danny and Joey —Rhoda gently reminded
him, “You have us.”

But for a leng time. Faller had turned
away from them all. It was too painful to
participate in his stepsons’ lives—to pick
them up at school. to go to basketball
games and award ceremonies. He never
resumed working in estate planning, ei-
ther. He wasn't up to talking about plans
that would protect the lives of others’
children.

His first wife stopped speaking to Fall-
er when Robbie died (and refused to dis-
cuss the case
with New
York). And
Rhoda's life
changed. too.
“I've felt cut
off from every-
one,” she savs. “From my husband.
From my friends. who have stopped call-
ing. Even from my kids.” She glanced at
a picture of Bernie and her with the
three boys.

“Look at us.” she said. “*So smiling. so
happy. So unknowing. Every time | call
Bernie from my office and can't reach
him,” Rhoda admitted. " I'm terrified that
he’s killed himself.”

“After this is over.” Faller told me in
front of his wife. "1 may leave and start
over someplace new. Maybe Montana.” It
was painful to watch them.

The anger that fucled him was paintul,
too. "1 1 had been aware of the risks ot
helicopter travel and known about Is-
land’s record,” says Faller. “my by
would be alive wday. Every dav, T wonder
how I'could have been so stupid as to take
him in a helicopter.™ :

“I'want other people 1o know the risk
that they are wking,” his wite added.
“when they ge on a lide sightseving
jaunt.”
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HE TALLLRS™ MULTI-MILLION-
dollar lawsuit against Trans-
leisure became an opportuni-
ty for retribution as well as g
cause. Istand Helicopter de-
nicd Faller's charges and
took the position that the ac-
cident was very likely the re-
sult of a downdraft. its sight-
secing tours continued as usual. “We
asked for a letter of apology,” Bernie Fall-
cr said grimly. He never got one.

What bolstered their case was informa-
tion from two unexpected sources. Threc
days after the crash, Faller says. he got an
anonymous telephone call from someone
who identified himself only as an employ-
ce of Island. **Chuck Rodda, the pilot, was
charged with DWI [driving while intoxi-
cated] in Putnam County.” the caller re-
vealed.

Faller at his son's
grave, in Farmingdale,
Long Island.

plavful gesture. So at the most critical
point during takeofl, the pilot had only
one hand on the controls. Normal proce-
durc calls for the other hand 10 be on the
“collective,™ which controls the pitch of
the rotor and cnables the helicopter to
climb or descend.

In 2 deposition, Wilson said that when
Don Gault, the president of Island.
learned that the photos existed. he de-
manded that Wilson turn them over 10
him. When he refused, Wilson said, he
was fired.

Earlier that same February day, Wilson
himself had flown the helicopier that later
crashed and could attest to the fact that it
was in good condition. During Rodda's
takeoff, Wilson remembered, weather
conditions were *fairly calm . . . overcast,
high ceiling, visibility was good
... maybe a five-knot breeze [later con-

CCONDING TO Ny Frors vy
Transportation Satery
Board figures covering
1989 10 1991, helicopicr
travel is almost 50 times
riskicr than travel in fived-
wing planes. The average
accident rate for helicop-
ters in that period  was
10.45 per 100.000 flying hours. The rate
for commercial airpluncs was 0.213 per
100,000 hours,

The reason has 1o do in part with the
nature of the craft. “Helicopiers have 100
moving parts. all trying 10 shake them.
selves back into the box thar they vame
in,” one helicopter pilot explains.

“People may have 10 1ake risks when
they're traveling for business,” reflecis
another soberly, “but there's no good rca-
50N 10 go up in a helicopter for sightsee-
ing."”

Months after his
own trugedy, Faller
learned the details
about the fatal Island
crashes of 1985 ard
1988. In the first, a
German tourist en
route 10 Kennedy air-
port couldn't unfas-
ten his seat belt in a

have fnetruzisr

’

Bernic Faller learned that there were
two five-ycar-old DW]| convictions but
said Rodda wasn't drinking the day of the
crash. Island claimed it knew nothing of
this story until after the crash, but a
source says it was common Knowledge
among Island’s employees,

Esen more shocking information came
from a second source, another Island pilot
named Jobn T. Wilson Jr. Nobody knows
‘exactly what prompied him 1o approach
Faller's lawyer, Frank Granito, to st up a
mecting. Wilson broughi along photo-
graphs that he had happened 10 1ake just
scconds before the accident—photo-
graphs of the helicopter just as it was tak-
ing off (pages 32 and 33).

One of the photos shows Charles
Roddi smiling. his head turned toward
Wilson. one hand raised and his middle
finger extended in why Wity meant to be a
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firmed to be about eight knots in Rodda’s
own account].”

On the night after the accident, the heli-
copter was pulled out of the East River.
and Wilson had an opportunity 1o inspect
the cockpit. He was surprised that the
floats had not been activated. When the
activator is on (standard operating proce-
dure, according 10 a pilot | spoke with),
the flotation devices can be deployed in
about four scconds. [ The pilot’s] arming
switch was not activated,” Wilson said in
his deposition. ““Thercfore he could not
have popped the floats if he had wanted
10."" In his own deposition, Robert
Chaves, Island's dirccior of operations,
said that when the helicopter was pulled
out of the water after the accident. “a lot
of water rushed into the cockpit,”™ and
that may have changed the puosition of the

activator.

ie Faller’s death, " sa

downed helicopter;
he died two and a
half hours later in a
hospital. In the sec-
ond, a sightsecing
helicopter plunged
into the water, kill-
ing a Japanese man
who worked for
Honda and injuring
four others. Two
months after the 1988 death, the FAA be-
gan investigating what it termed “discrep-
ancies’” in the company’s maintenance
records.

“In view of the fact that my son's
drowning was the third such incident re.
ported by Island in a five-year period. why
was the company not more militant in
monitoring its hiring and operational pro-
cedures?” Faller wonders.

A number of sources refused 10 be
quoted when I asked them about the com-
pany. but many voluntcered off-the-rec-
ord information about unpaid bills and
dissatisfied former employees. Many ex-
pressed amazement that the company was
still operating. Almost al) suggested that
its continuing existence had something 10
do with the influence of Transleisure's
chairman and CEO, George Dempsier. A
Long Island millionaire and the former
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chairman of the board of Hofstra Univer-
sity. Dempster was appointed state com-
mcerce commissioner by then-governor
Hugh Carcy in 1981; he has also scrved
on the Urban Development Corporation.

The finances of the beleaguercd compa-
ny became public back in 1984 when
Transleisure filed a Chapter 11 petition of
reorganization with the bankruplcy court
in New York's Eastern District.

The 1988 Island crash and fatality
were inconvenient, to say the least. A
source familiar with the case says that if
business had fallen off as a result of the
crash and the attendant publicity, the
Chapter 11 plans might have been de-
railed. Nevertheless. agreeing to certain
payment schedules, the company was
ablc to get the plan approved by the
court in 1989.

At least one creditor, however—Bank
One of Indianapolis—has filed a motion
in the bankruptcy proceeding, claiming
that the company has not made good on
a debt of more than $200,000. And over
the years, financial records show, the
company has had several tax liens filed
against it.

Even New York City’s Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (EDC), which leases
its East 34th Street heliport to Island, has
had difficulty collecting from the compa-

ny. As of April, 1, 1993, Island owed
$226,244 in back rent. Although a revised
payment schedule was set up, earlier this
month a spokesman for the EDC said that
Island had again defaulied on its agree-
ment. The case is now back in the State
Supreme Court.

On yct another front, the heliport’s
neighbors are fighting to curtail what they
claim is an environmental burden caused
by up to 100 flights per day. The com-
plaints range from fumes to noise pollu-
tion to fears about crashes. Louis Se-
persky of Planning Board 6 says there
have also been complaints that Island's
sightseeing helicopters are flying 100 low
and don't stick to their required routes.
Robert Grotell at the EDC has asked the
FAA to investigate.

According to the office of Manhattan
borough president Ruth Messinger.
there is a move to limit sightsecing
flights at the 34th Street Heliport and 1o

ase most sightseeing trips at the Wall
Street heliport, which is run by the Port
Authority. In January, the Port Authority
invited bids for this concession, and a
Juurce says Island wants it very badly.
'he company that is ultimatelv aceepied
faces scrutiny of its finances and its safc-
v record.

Island is not exactly forthcoming. Don

Gault refused to answer questions. He
would say only. "My lawvers have in-
structed me to say. "We regret the tragic
and unfortunate incident of Robbic Fall-
cr’s death.'

George Dempster refused to meet with
me. As the story ncared publication, he
contacted an editor at New York to say
that he had heard the story was being
written under the direction of Bernie Fatl-
er, who was attempting to assuage his
“enormous guilt” at having failed to res-
cue his son. Dempster also implicd that |
was dating Faller and would be cut in on
Faller's settlement. (His allegations are
false.)

N JUNE, JUDGE HELEN FREEDMAN, THE

.2 trial assignment judge in the Faller

H Case, urged the parties to reach an

agreement rather than go to trial.

Initially, Faller resisted. He wanted

his story to be heard in a public fo-

rum in a face-off with the people he

held responsible for his son’s death.

Rhoda also pressed for a trial. She

felt it would help her husband put an end

to his suffering and start over. Nonethe-

less, the two of them agreed to follow the
judge’s suggestion.

As the two sides edged closer to a fi-

nancial settlement, Faller held out for a

letter of apology, as a symbol of account-
ability. He was willing to let millions of
dollars hang in the balance while his
lawyers found language they thought
was neutral enough to put in a letter that
the other side would sign. They pro-
posed words like regret and apologize
rather than murder and blame, the stri-
dent words that Faller might have
wished for.

No agreement about the letter was ever
reached, and no apology was ever made.
The pilot, Charles Rodda, says he would
have liked to extend his sympathies to
Faller: “The lawyers said ! shouldn't call,
I shouldn’t apologize, because anything |
said could have been construed as evi-
dence of guilt. But I think about the acci-
dent every day.”

Two weeks ago, Faller signed the final
agreement. To settle charges of wrongful
dcath, pain and suffering, and loss of
past and future income, Island Helicop-
ter’s insurers agreed to pay Faller more
than $3.5 million. Island admitted no
guilt.

Last week, when Island learned that
this article was going to press, the compa-
ny's lawyer, Mark A. Dombroff. faxed
two stern letters 1o New York. “Had the
claims of Bernard and Robert Faller gone
to trial.” he wrote in one. “the evidence

Hwe p(33
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would have wsiabinched o numes ol
things. These indlude. among Cihere she
fact that the pilot of the helicopier and Jdn-
other Island Helicopter emplosee aci Jiin
heroic fashions rescuing those passergers
who survived and in attempting 1o resgue
Robert Faller: that the training and evpe-
ricnce of the helicopter's pilot met or ex-
ceeded all FAA standard:; that the train-
ing, emergeney. and operational siun-
dards of Island Hclicopter me: or
cxceeded not only FAA standards, but in-
dustry standards as well and that the oper-
ational, salety. and rescue standards 2::0-
ciated with the operation of the heliport
exceeded not only FAA and industry stan-
dards as well. Indecd, had my clients cho-
sen to proceed with the trial of this moat-
ter, the witnesses who would have testi-
fied to these matters include an e\pert
helicopter pilot who, in addition to being
a professional airline capiain, has flown
virtually every civil model helicopter man-
ufactured; an aircraft accident investiga-
tor who was the top investigator with the
National Transportation Safety Board and
the head of accident investigation for the
Federal Aviation Administration and a
recognized expert in heliport operations
and safety standards.”

Ending his fight has given Faller some
peace. "'l know that if the case wer: to

me 10 say, ‘We regret the tragic and unfortunate incident of
said Island president Don Gault, who refused to answer questions

trial, Island would appeal. And if | had"
to go through this for another two years, '
Rhoda and | wouldn't be married.”" he,
says. ““There's joy around hers again.”’
Rhoda says. “lIt’s so wonderful.”

His attorney, Frank Granito. believes.
that Island and its insurers settled rather-
than go to trial because of the tragic cir-'
cumstances of Robbie's death. " Nothing.
could be worse for a parent than having to
watch his child die,” he says. “We are
confident that had we gone 10 trial, the
photo of the pilot would have been al-
lowed as evidence. It would have besn
enormously detrimental to a company
whose business is the safe carriage of
passengers.”

WENT TO ISLAND HELICOPTER MYSELF
on a recent Sunday afternoon.
Flights departed every fifteen min-
utes or so. and | watched three
groups go up. Prior to boarding. an
B [sland employvee demonstrated the,
2 use of the scat belt and a life vest.
giving the instructions in rapid-fire,
Spanish-accented English.

The groups included mostly German
tourists. When | attempted to talk with
several of them, 1 discovered that while
their tour guide spoke English, they did
not. -
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DiCHroan. . :
Onc of his sons, a lawycer, hastold .
him he was crazy (o take on the fight, *
but his wife, Helen, has madehima'
ncedlepoint pillow to cheer him on in -
. battle. It says, “Don’t Tread on Me” -

o A L UE
> gty | Helicopter Lands "
i34 [In Central ParkField:
PP Ty The Asmechiod Prems
‘A sightsecing helicopter made a -
precautionary landing in a baseball 7 -
ficld in Central Park ‘yesterday, .
breaking up a lunchtime game and
siopping bikers and joggers in their

racks. - S . -
“The helicopter was ng over the .

indicating @ mechanical problem, -
said Capt. William Wilkens, com- s
mander of the New York City Police
Department’s aviation'bureau. | .
+As a precaution, the pilot figured -
he'd get down as soon as he could, and ;
he had the ball field here,” Captain * 7~
Wilkens said. o
" The red-and-white New York Heli--
copter craft janded in the middle of -
center ficld in the North Meadow,
north of the rescrvoir, he said. The -
lariding sent thc young baliplayers - -
Tunning for cover.. - : :
_ wKids in New York, when a helicop--
ter lands, they come over,” Captain -
wilkens said. “But because they're -
_New Yorkers, they didn’t stay Jong.” .
The 12 passengers, who had paid
$69 each to.vicw Manhaflan, were
calm as they left the helicopter, said °
Don Gault, president of National Heli-.
copter, of Garden City, Ll .
. mcywcredﬂvenbackwmeuth,
Street” Heliport, where nine of them
. ARG boarded another helicopter to contin- .
Tely WEy Tk ue the tour, he said. . ,
. SRR p “lu’\o‘\;ght lt‘dv:'s somegweeocging -
. N rom jail,’”’ said Hector Nunez, .an’.
mmm.m&-vmmﬁs employceofchaldoﬂ-Astorla.vho .
an Old Passion ~ | waspitching toafriend. - "~ .

ishermen's - thoughts turn to open water.

- V-

neck Batt and Tackle on Long laland Sound | watchfor colorful Part2'sof ..
‘or today's launching of fishing boats. The New York Times o ...“




: QUESUONS AU0UL LI 3 . . -- - ._@oused the box wiu
¥ officiald bired 'g:‘c‘m;'% nnd the delay up to Scpt M couldbe ___ "W afire, the poice s
Sown the inspector DECAMS  goconfmodated with relatively minor .. A’ passenger on §

in pepersortt ' the school calendar. _ning on elevated tr
cies tried to Paper " parents have called for the aboli- the flames and cafl
we efficlently. " tion of § weekiong winter break won tectives found the b

t was thought a monumental
the outset became more mon-
| than that,” Mr. Steisel said.

.ammwwm

s ‘o0 . o

mmuuuuaey  other méans of ide

were unwilling to sacrifice that saw was that!lerha
mﬂmﬁermhm make ‘up the :l“tlaeo;n rows,” Ser.
days o by B yed ¥ ..in& The Medical E

to determine a prec

way Explosion in ‘Bronx Ir&'iz’?éin‘iir

and listed it only 8
... lence.” For days, ti
to detectives only at
drawn from the inf

194

the Bronx yesterday injured —determine what broke off the shoes, ———al, -with narrow
ple and delayed trains for two Mr. Slovak said. For two heurs, sub- " cheekbones and & 8
.mmmme_rm__nymmaapmdedbetm . __.But while the
ty said. 125th Street in Manhattan and Long- mained a myster)
?Imlm.c.uedbyu_ml- wood Avenue in the Bronx. - the informant’s hel
1 of the electrical transfer that Ceop7 3 /qq\g’ rested Luis Morale:
subway occurred at A Sne :nngg::loc Franco
4. underneath a No. 6 triin as . them
| Copter Crash Intestigated mansisughter in he
Avenue sta- T T. MOraR
tid the spokesmam, Bob Slo- 87 The Assuciosd Press - murd;rlnd auah:
‘ The fatal crash of a Coust Guard case last year &
rain filled with smoke, and | helicopter at Ambrose Light Tower in ed

testimony. .
er Ms. Hill re;

. .and |
Tt fel oft,
eers investigating the

New York Harbor may have been
—caused-by-the-helicopteris-tatt-strik—

n Lbet ohn F "ﬁ* sald

. The pilot, Lieut. Marc Per-

32, of Englewood, N.J., was in

critical condition yesterday. His co-

pMLieuLMa:tFtdter.”,dSln
Antonlo, Tex., was killed.
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B bome

M.-‘-:v;'t-:n u-&u&mmﬂl
— —New one country’s most
law enforcement officials.
Southern District inchudes Man-
hattan, the Bronx and six counties
worth of New York City, giving her
-200-lawyer staff over the
financial heart of the nation and one
-of the centers of organized crime and
drug trafficking.

Yet the walls of her office bear as
much evidence of her love of basebal!
white photographs of
mmv::anwﬂmbnn open
dsy, one of Roger M-‘:‘h lfturm:

favorita player, Mickey Man
Ms. te has legal priort : that

. -t witivG.

“"Ms. White satd she Intends to step
Up prosecution of white-collar crime,

not,
privileged offenders have esca

office is looked to as ha a pretty
special role in that area.” In that
stnse, defense lawyers predict that
she will more closely resemble Ru-
dolph W. Giuliani, the United States
Attorney from 1983 to 1980 and now
the Republican-Liberal candidate for
mayor, who prosecuted several Wall
Street figures and politiclans, than
her immediate predecessor, Otto G.
Obermajer, who was widely seen as

her——more cauttous.

But unlike N.lr. Gluliani, Ms. White
has 20 far shown little taste for the

conviction of Assembly Speaker Mel

" Miller and his law partner, Jay Adolf,

on fraud charges
stemming from a eonrﬁ‘pcl!x m';f..

“tate deal, but an appellats court over-
N!ueemmepasghxbeauu“tm mmedtll'n ol

conviction last June, con-
cluding that no crime had been com-
mitted. :

“It was an overzsalous prosecu-
tion,” said Gerald B. Lefcourt, Mr.
Mlller's lawyer. ““She made a crime
out of nothing."”

Ms. White declined to discuss the
specifics of any case, but it is the

-terrorist bombing cases that have

made her a center of attention. The

Trade Center explosion on Feb. 26 is_
under way. No trial date has been set
for Shetk Omar Abdel Rahman and 14

gressive, risk-tsking appro:
~ said Barbara S. Jo
assistant to District Attorne
M. Morgenthau of Manhatts
old friend of Ma. White's. *t
ple don't ailways see is how
competitive Mary Jo is,” sh

in the laté 1970's, that cor
fire won Ms. White a place
prosocutors' lore. agr
tennis match against Jim !
an investigator in the office
said had bragged of his s'
rode onto the court on her
cle, while a friend's tap

. trial of four men accused in the World.._blared I Am Woman," -

In a recent interview, .
laughed at the memory. But

. Quick to add that she won t

Sightseeing Helicopter Makes Fo

By CRAIG WOLPP

It was a dream avtumn day in
Manhattan for four Paris tourists

Four French tourists
are shaken, but
otherwise unhurt.

seurns and other attractions. But they
wanted to get a Jook at Manhattan
from a distance. .

Death in '

It was the second incident this year
involving a helicopter owned by the
Island Heuco&t:r Company. Last

spring one of wl:zny‘l helicop-
ters was forced to make an emergen-

cy landing in Central Park. In 1990, &
young man died after a helicopter
also owned by Islandplunged into the
East River. .

Calls to the company’s main office
were not returned. A spokesman for
the Federal Aviation Administration,

7‘/;\4 e

Robert Fulton, said he did not know
the cause of yesterday's incident but
said that the pilot, Paul Smith, and
the co-pilot, Ronald Smith, performed
a “routine, textbook landing.” There
were no glaring problems surround-
ing the company, he said, adding that|
“41 1t were an unsafe operation, you
coUld rest assured we would take
action.”

Pontoons Are Inflated

Mr."A8da, 43, his wife and his
friends paid $74 aplece to go on the 17-
mlnuuirlden,'suromm'bed‘;‘l:u [§ !;‘rochure
to y closeups of major.
New gork City skyscrapers.” ‘llho
ﬂrwp boarded the helicopter for the'

ight about 12:20 P.M. Mr. Adda said
that Mr. and Mrs. Derhy were t-.

out a building on Wall Street.
where a
And just
started to drop.

“‘We were about 2,000 feet in the
air,” Mr. Adda In a halting English

w works as a lawyer.
he said, their vg:n

7o/ 30723
rced Landing in East Riv.

*“We heard s big crack and s

drop.”
' ?ﬁo pliot reacted to the enr

by inflating pontoons on eithe
the aircraft, which helped cu:
impact and keep the helicopt
Just north of the Willlamsbur,
until boats from the Police ¢
Departroents and the Coas
came to the rescue. Police
sald the helicopter did not
water.
M‘,nn ;’our tourists were
ped from the helicopter,
tour rides whisked by overhe

Onceontheg the sec
of the adventure ensued for »
and the others. were

» out aboard an ambulance

Emergency Medical Service
nel and given a clean bill.
But as they tried to get t0
car, they were surround
chased by news reporters an
;lg: “?l:“' ‘This ‘hay
& ssid later, as I w
Htérally shaking lm%m

Traffic Alert
ToDAY '
STRYCRIR'S /COLUMBUS AV

.FAR Columbus Avenue willbe _
closed between 86th and 96th
Streets from 11 AM.t08 P.M.
Also, 50th Street will be closed

" between Fifth Avenue and
Avenue of the Americas from 6
AM. 108 P.M. today and
tomorrow for construction
activity. .

TOMORROW a
VRLASE MALLOWERN PARADE
Avenue of the Americas will be
closed between Spring and 224
Streets from ¢ P.M. until
completion.
" SRVINGPLACE FESTIVAL Irving
Place will be-closed Between
14th and 20th Streets from 10
AM.106P.M.

SAFETY NOTT -

.Fire officials recommend

. batteries in smoke
alarms twice a year, when
daylight time starts and >nds.
The date this fall is tomorrow.

3-Alarm Fire Destroys Bullding at Fulfon Fish Market

Rebeccs Looney far 1he Now Yo

. Af building at 109 South Street that formerly housed a fish market, causing
Gotmldu/sov/ﬂho()p—idh‘c m‘;;comm:m&m::mwpdumdﬁndmbhn.whk;szund!onrﬁfeﬁth
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| Report IssuedinHelicopter Crash |

Sybcial %0 The New Yerk Times Helicopters of Niagara Falls, N.Y.,

yle BUFFALO, Feb. § — Insdequate that plunged into a hill on the Canadi-

' regulation by United States and Ca-  an side of the Horseshoe Falls. The

) . nadian con- other hclicopter, operated by Niagara

s designs. tributed to the ital collision of two  Helicopters Lid. of Niagara Falls, On-

. . | heticopters over Niagars. Falls in  laro, made an emergency landing

Qfecf 1992, a final report by Canadian offi- without serieus injury. to its pilpt and

! cials says. four pasgengers. )

i be The report, issued on Tuesday, sad Canada conducted the investiga-
the pilots of the sightseeing heliCop~ tior; because the crash was in its -

ters did not ste each other in time to airspace. Mr. Harris said the Nation-

!

ki
3

al Transportation Safety Board of the .
United States assisted. A spokeswom- -
an for the F.AA,, Liz Neblett, gaid her

A spokesman for the Transporta-
Safety Board of Canadz, Jim
&id not assess
pointed out issves to im-
safety. Regulations in both
tightened after the
said.

collision, on Sept. 29, 1992,
piiot and three passengers
on a helicopter operated by Rainbow

X

‘comment .

States 10 days after the crash.

Those regulations require that
sightseeing helicopt
flight X
feet of vertical separation. -

The owner of Rainbow Helicopters,

ers strictly follow -
ths that maintain at Jeast 500 -

David J. Banks, did .0t return calls.

The president and chief pilot of Niag.

ara Helicopters, Ruedi Hafen, said
his lawyers had advised him not

arance




TeeTvs FLEMEN LILPED Weew sove

roups in other countries.
The

untry.
1t contends that Mr. Abdel Rah-
an, the blind Egyptian cleric who
vsetors say is at the center of an
leged plot to blow up New York City
ndmarks, led 13 other defendants in
mission of “punishing the United
ates for its perceived status as
nderdthe'uuel'mwbe
The trial bupoctadwbeﬂnm
plember.

mcowmem gives examples of

evidence—the —prosecution—will
-sent against Mr. Abdel Rahman,

uding quotations from
4 speeches in which he talks of the
ty of all Muslims to sacrifice them-
ves for Jihad, or holy war, his call
“strike terror into the hearts of the
emies” and his conversations with
wecret F.B.1. informer in which he
oroves or disapproves of certain
wposed terror targets.

INSIDE

-ael-P.L.O. Accord:

1t a Happy Ending?

e screenplay called for s happy
1ing. two old enemies reconciled at
t. But by the time the lsraell-
..0. accord was signed, there were
¢+ Hlussons left about the state of
stions. News analysis, page Ald.

wd Choices Loom on Halti

sanctions falls to dislodge Haitl's
mary leaders, the United States-
y face the choice of using force or
nitting refugees. Page A)0.

gt Over Custodians’ Deal

yor Ghullani said he “could not |

1sibly approve” a contract deal
h school custodians that the Chan-
lor hailed the day before. Page B).

A2

Cl . D1?

v . B8 Real Emste ... B?

lam and as approving or disspprov-
ing specific terrorist targets.

“The crimes and acts alleged in the
indictment,”” the- prosocution says,
“are not random, disconnected acts
of unthinking brutality. They are, in-

Continued on Page B2, Column |

nignt, the congress Nad 64.7 percent.
The total vote js not known, but has
been estimated at around 19 milton.

Mr. Buthelezi's strong showing
sent at least two unsettling

messages
.10 Mr. Mandela's new Government.

One was that racial and ethnic poli-

tics are a potent force in South Africa.

in the twe provinces Mr. Mandela

Jost, he was beaten by emotional ap-
peals to the anxieties of minortties.

Conttnued on Page Al2, Column 2

House of Representatives

leaders say it certainty will, the
'mnnndlnvelmd
blic disclosure by

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

A small, low-flying helicopter head-
ing toward Manhatian with s flying
instructor and his studerit snagged a
power line, cartwheeled in midair
and crashed in Names on & busy
elevated-highway approach to the
Lincoln Tunnel in New Jersey yester.
day_killing the two people on board

No one on the ground was killed or
injured, but the crash set of! a chain
of fires that engulfed scores of cars in
s commuters’ parking lot under the
highway, a shadowland where peop)

returned after the day's work to find
singed skeletons where they had left
shiny rosdstiers and getabouts. Other
effects also rippled outwsrd: power
failures in 10 New Jersey communi-
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parking lot, Carl Brody searched for his car among rows of charred visit Ha'
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Die as Heli C hN ;T [ S’
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ties and an interstate traffic have he. )
Jam x.h.( — toid of explosions and {ireballs as regard
affecied tens of thousands. the chopper came down, skipped and 1or.ce mbst
The cause of the crash was not  broke apart on Interstate 493 a mile th k; s
immediately determined, but offi- west of the Lincoln Tunnel in North ,n:m:'“ t
cials said the helicopier, a two-seat Bergen st 12:50 P.M. and risir :
Robinson-22 that had taken off from 1t hit the wire and just came tum- Moreover
Teterboro Alrport six miles to the  pyng aown right in front of my car.” | jer. and’m.
northeast, was only about 130 feet In .44 Frank DePinto, 20. “1 Just| health cs
the air when Its rotor hit the power ;10 med on the brakes 80 I wouldn't Recent J
Hine and it spun down to a fiery desth.  pyo i |t just kept burning. Vehicles | wegtern ..
Terrified witnesses — motorists, were zig-zagging all over the place. | Company an
children in a nearby school, workers trying to get out of the way." lic Health .
in an industrial area laced with clo Alexander Gichan, who saw it from | overallh It
verleaf roads and rall and power lines g wood-recycling business, said, *'It | in any ot -
was ltke three blasts of lightning. The | ters for Lu.e
white bursts had to be & hundred feet | tion ranked }
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+ a Mreball bouncing on 45 1
mumnbuhns“(:\:lu"
s blazing wreckage, & power
. and volatile fuel cascaded onto &
x-and-ride Jot 89 feet below the
sated crash she, fires broke out
' erupted, incinerating
rehicles, damaging 33 others and
sing the Jot in(o 8 war 2one of
et ruins where commuters
rw ily in search of
nd Ams and BMW's that had be-
halks.

gefield. About 7,000 customers
+ without power for nesrly an
. and 2000 were out for two
3, a spokesman said.
3 police and emergency vehickes
wd 1o the scene, the authorities
down some of the main traffic
res linking New York City and
¢ Jersey — Interstate 4935 in the

/hite bursts of light
. ‘a Areball

’ -
wuncing on 495."

H

ity of the crash, two of the three

; sof the Lincoln Tunnel, Exits 16E
17 of the New Jersey Turnpike,
busy Rourte ). -

ne resulting traffic tie-ups spread

*through midtown Manhattan and
1 of northern New Jersey in the
rmoon, forcing a diversion of traf-

- hrough the Holland Tunnel and
ns the George Washington
ige. While the wreckage was
red by the afternoon rush, con-
ing delays alfected many com-
ers well into the evening.

1 Federal, state and local futhort-
began investigating the crash,
“1als said fi3 timing, with midday
fic at an ebd on a six-lane high-
- that is a bumper-to-bumper
simare during most weekday rush
ods, may have spared many from
th of injury

Victms' 1éentities Withhed

he identities of the two people
d in the ¢rash were not immeds-
y disclosed, ing the notifica-
of relatives. But officials of the
“n Aviation Academy and Helic
Service, the awner of the aiscratt,
1 the two men were a flight in-
o 5ctor for Titan and a student pilot
* ) was working loward & commer-
-+ fiying license.
§ ¢ D. Pangbomn, the chried piiot
an, saud the had .
n’s sirport base at Milvile, m
thern New Jerse terda
¥ ming end had Tlown m o
& erboro Airport, where it was ser-
% od at Atlantic Aviation before tak-
v oft again.
“ve Robinson-12 is & 2-3est, 30-(oo-
[3 r that carries & max:-
+im tosd of 30 gallons of fuel a
% weing speed of 08 miles an hour and
-ange of 200 to 300 miles. Known
ong priots as a Robby, some 2,300
ve been duilt. commonly for use in
ssure fNying, pilot training, law
‘orcement, aerial photogrsphy,
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and said its versalility makes i one
of the most popular

- Aviation officials sald the helicop-
ter in yesterday’s crash was hesding
for Manhatian, perhaps for s landing
on one of the riverside helipads, when
H MNew scross s tangie of heavily
traveled rosdways west of the Lin-
coin Tunnel and, apparently dippmg
too low, snsgged one of the high
tension wires sirung acvoss inter-
state ¢85 on pylons that stand about
163 feet high

1t was unclear exactly how high the
helicopter was, how fast it was going
or even who was a1 the controls when
the sircraft flew between (wo irsns-
mission towers and struck the top-
most of eight lines between them.

Nell Brown, s wility spokesman,
said the jine that was hit was a non-
energized static wire up to catch
lightning strikes and their en-
ergy from the high-voltage lines un-
der them, but it became energired
with thoussnds of voits instantly
when it snapped and (ouched two
230.000-voit lines beneath it .

Pat Allen, 13, who was driving on
nearby Psterson Plank Road, heard
what sounded like an explosion and
Jooked out. “The power line was burn-

ing as it came down,” he said “The -

helicopter did two and one-half carnt-
whecls in the air before H hit the
roadway.”

Main Route to Tunnel

The helicopter went down in flames
on the easibound lanes of intersiate
495 just east of a huge cloverieaf that
serves mat and Routes 3, 1,9
and the New Jersey Turmnpike, a few
hundred yards (o the west. Interstate
493 is the maig route into the
Tunnel, the major link between New
Jersey and midiown Manhattsn.

Witnesses said the chapper broke
spart as it skipped on the highway.
While » large section burned furtous-
ly on the road, forcing asionished
motorists to halt and swerve in »
desperate ballet that somehow did
not lead (0 a pileup, other sections of
the sircraft hurtied over the edge of
the viaduct and plummeted 60 feet
onlo a vast parking lot used by motor-
Ists who take buses or ferries on the
Last leg intn Manhattan.

On the highway, Mr. DePinto, the
chicl of oferstions for 8 Unon, N.J..

butance service, sl ed on his
brakes and halted 33 feet in front of
the helicopter. He said he and two co-
workers leaped out and ran to the
burning aircraft to try to save the iwo
occupants. but the interior was ablaze
and 1t was hopeless.

He s3id other motorists also halied
and spproached the buming craft
“We had 10 hold people back.” he

of sad “We told them 10 siay back,—
{1 TTheTe was notvmg they could dort @
T On B DT overooking the sere,”

Carole Prena, a secretary at the Me-
. -where 320 child:

copter fel] with the flaming wreckage

and the live line into the lot,
touching off lires that quickly.
“When the line hit the it explod.

©d,” he 3aid. “Car after car was ex-
ploding, simost in rows.™

Bruce Waker, director of emergen-
cy managemem services for Hudson
Crunty, said the flames and explo-
sions .mea 25 vehicles, incinerat-
ing most down (o meta) frames. and
damaged 3) others. Fire departments
from surrounding communities put
out the fires by midafiernoon, saving
more ¢! an & thousand vehicles.

But by late afternoon, as commn-
ers who had left their cars in the
moming returned to the parking lot,
they found buzarre scenes of devasts-
tion — rows of charred skeletons that
had been thesr vehicles

**J think this is my car.” said Har-
isn Marks, s 35-year-oid sales man-
ager for an office parts company In

, Manhsttan, as he Jooked over the

- %

remains of a green Ford Taurus he
had bought last November. Mr.
Marks, who lrves in Lincoln Park,
N.J. seemed resigned to the loss of
the car and the golf ciubs that were in
it, and started thinking about nsur-
ance. “IU's just a cnr.‘; he said, “‘and
.are to or 1"

m'Zy\m He'::'n‘mn.p:fyhlr Lawn N.J.,
lost her 1994 T Camry. and
Mark DiPrima of Glen Ridge, N.J.
lost his 1994 Pontiac Grand Am. But
Karen Siegel Forster, 29, of Mahwah,
counted hersell hac:z after finding
her 1988 Toyota undamaged. ‘n-e
car belind me was singed 10 8 crisp.
she said.

The afiernoon was & mess for other
commuters as well. Traffic was espe-
cislly heavy in the Holtand Tunnel
and and on the George Washington
Bridge, and some buses to New Jer.
sey ran an hour late, even after offi:
cials reopened the Llincoin Tunnel,
which carres 56,000 vehicles in a
weekday rush.

L3

Emergency crews surveying the wreckage yesterday after a helicopter snagged a power hine and crashed onto an elevated
Interstate 495 to the Lincoln Tunnel in New Jersey. Wreckage. fuel and power lines [ell into a parking lot 60 feet belo:

Returning Commuters Find Nightmare in Par

By JOHN KIFNER

Suddenlv. » glowing orange-yellow
ball hung over the New Jersey en-
-trance to the Lncoin Tuanel.
In an instant, sparks cascaded
“from 3 T tensIoNn -power
kne as a dburming helicopter crashed
toneolt

‘Car after car was
exploding almost
—Trarow.”

were in elementary classes, said “'it
hat just as | looked oul | saw showers
of fire coming out of the wires near
the towers It went down on (he road-
way and went up into a ball of fire 1}
was & bunch of fire — that's »ll |
could see.”

Then, she said, the fires spread in
the parking jot. “The cars were going
oft — one, two, three — ke a chain
reacvion.” Later, she said, psychoio-
gists had (o be brought in to soothe
the kindergariners, who had seen the
accident and had begun to cry.

130 Carsin Ln

In the lot below — a Jot owned by
the Port Authortty of New York and
New Jersey and opersted by New
Jersey Transit with buses to the Port
Authority Bus Terminal in Manhat-
tan — were about 1,200 cars, accord-
ing to Penny Bassett Hacket, sfeak-
mng for the iransit agency

Nicholas ). Sacco, the Mayor of
North Bergen, said mt'l trond the heli-

mto-thee fone
495 Flames and pillars of black. oily
smoke shot up from scores of cars
left 1n & park-and-nde lot by commut-
ers who expected to find them there
at the end of the day

And even sfter she heard about the
crash, Zvia Herrmann of Fair Lawn,
N J . had not been 100 worried. based
on early Mtws reporis that only 12
cars had been damaged

When she got 10 (he jot, Ms. Herr-
mann, who works for the publisher of
Car and Driver magazine and Rosd
and Treck. horrowed a a cellular
phone Lo give hes busband an update
Mee 1994 Tovota Camry had been
burned beyond repair

Watching In Morrer

1 thought the chance of my bring
one of the 12 was pretty stk she
sard. shaking her head in resignation

Jack Heany of Jackson Township
had wiinessed what happened 1n be-
tween, watching horrified while the
helicopter spun out of comrol at 1230

this afiermoon as he was stuck
traffic about 300 feet away. on Pater-
son Plank Rosd m North Bergen

1t was flving Jow and then it flew
under the Mgh-iension wires,” he
sad. It hit the wires with its top
rotor or the tail rotor. | don’t know
which, and then 1t.dd a 360

Headed north on the same road.
P31 Allen glanced owt of hrs driver's
side window and saw (he hehcopier
hH the power hne

Hand-Held E xtinguishers

“He dud two and 3 half cartwheels
w the atr afier hittng the hine.”” Mr.
Allen. of Wanaque N J. sard 1t was
burning as 11 staried to come down
The line was on (ire as o fell *

Black smoke billowed (rom dozens
of fires as the first polce officers to
arrive desperately squiried hand-
held fire extinguishers 1Nto the murk
and heat of the commmuters’ cars in
the Port Authority lof.

The crumpied, frail-looking re-
mans of the helicopter huddied up-
side down al (he edge of the highway,
and as the smoke began (o yield W0 the
Tire extingutshers, the charred jegs of
a vicim — one of two aboard the
Fran Avieton '8 -ReDWEsn—
R-22 helicopter who were killed m the
erash — cowid-be-seen
the wreckage

Cars in the parking ot burst into
flame, leaving them scorched, win-
dowless hulks Bruce Waiter, director.
of Hudson County Emergency Man-

 agement said 23 cars were destroyed

and anather 33 were damaged.
Apprehensive Commuiers
“Car after car was explohng al-
most 10 & row."” sad the Mayor of
North Bergen, Nicholas J. Sacco. He
said # sppesred from withesses’ de-
scriptions (hat ““fuet came down and
hit the park-and-ride lot, and when
the power hne hrt it it exploded.”
Stunmed and apprehensive, com-
muters returnmg [rom New York
City on New Jersey Transit buses
arrived at the parking ot late this
aflerncon te survey the damage
Harlyn Marks, 38, s ssles manager
for an office equupment company in
Manhattan waiked to the end of s row
of parked cars. then doubled beck and

sopped te
charred sk
1 think
circling it
A Tittle r
him it was
o1
momrning —

hard to ev:
Cart Brr
Bod McMc
claim to w
door hatch
en shell w:
Mr. Bro
treinee ot
ance Com:
sure it was
— the first
Mr. Mch
the cor wa
dedate, one
wanted to -
psich of pe
Mr. Broc
away, unio
Mr. Mc?
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Continued From Page 25

in the parking lot. _
After hitting the wire, the helicop-
ter struggled for another 300 feet in

| the air before crashing on the Man-
'| hattan-bound lanes of Route 495.

The craft had no cockpit flight re-
corder, and officials said that barring
evidence of mechanical failure, the
reason for the accident may elude
them.

Before refueling at Teterboro, the
helicopter landed -briefly at the air-
craft carrier Intrepid, now an aero-
nautical museum moored off 42d
Street in the Hudson, as part of Mr.
Hermosilla’s training routine.

At their headquarters here in South
Jersey’s sandy scrublands, Titan He-
licopter Academy instructors were
also at a loss to explain the accident.
Roger Nyberg, assistant chief heli-
copter instructor and himself an émi-
greé pilot, from Sweden, said the two

morning on a mission to fly the com-
plicated patterns of the North Jersey
cityscape, and to clock the hours at
the controls they both needed to im-
prove their employment chances, as
instructors or as commercial pilots,
at home.

- “You Have to-Build Hours’

As a rated pilot in his own right,
Mr. Hermosilla was entitled to take
up one of the academy’s five helicop-
ters for solo flights. But because of
the congestion over the New York
City area, Mr. Nyberg said, the acad-
emy required the senior pilot, Mr.
Grau, to accompany the trainee on
the flight. : :

“We always try to get into different
places to fly, and the Hudson River
corridor is a good one for us,” Mr.
Nyberg said. “You have to build
hours, because hours get you experi-
ence, and experience gets you jobs.”

Mr. Grau, the instructor, who was
30, had clocked 1,000 hours in a heli-
copter, and Mr. Hermosilla, at 26,
about 160, 10 more than he needed 1o
be rated as an instructor in this coun-

had headed north at 8:30 Thursday-

Faster Licensing Path Lurec{
Copter’s Occupants to U.S.

try, Mr. Nyberg said.

Overseas, Mr. Nyberg said, pilots
need at least 500 hours of flight time
to win jobs as instructors, and even
more to have a chance at a commer:
cial flying job. . .

“Our people become corporate pi-
lots, air taxi pilots and so on, and they
all need to build those hours to be
eo;npetiﬂve with everyone else for
jobs.”

10 Months of Training

Like American students enrolling
in overseas medical schools because
of lower costs and easier admissions,
European pilots train in the United
States because the the cost is lower
and the training is shorter. Titan
charges dbout $37,000 and puts stu-
dents through 10 months of instruc-
tion and flying before certifying them
for commercial licenses. .

Overseas, people pay more than
twice that amount and must clock
more than 500 hours of air time to get
a commercial rating, said Peter Oja,
a Swede who is the academy’s chief
instructor for fixed-wing aircraft.

European trainees therefore come
to American flight schools like Titan
that advertise overseas. Once they
get their American instructor’s
cards, they begin working as instruc-
tors for the next cycle of recruits,
earning money while accumulating
time in the sky.

Mr. Grau had been in this country
for about three years and lived with a
girlfriend in a little house on Fourth
Street in this old glass-making center.
Mr. Hermosilla came to the United
Staées six months ago, Mr. Nyberg
said.

The crash was the first for Titan
since it was founded in 1985. On the
walls of its offices are two safety
awards from Helicopter Association
International, along with an adver-

tisement showing a helicopter flying -

over rugged terrain.

“The real world has seasons, good
and bad weather, traffic, and a few
surprises,” the ad read. “At Titan, we
train you for real life.””
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5 biggest verdicts of '95

Think writing about lawyers is easy? They win a big case, and they want it plastered all over the front
page. But give someone else’s million-dollar judgment good play, and ohhhhh, that's misleading the
public into thinking the litigation system is out of control.

That said, here's a list of the top five verdicts of 1995, courtesy of Lawyers Weekly USA:

1. $500 million. A Tampa, Fla., company, William Recht Co., ignored three warnings to clean up toxic
chemicals kept in a dumpster on the edge of a vacant lot where kids played. A 9-year-old opened the
dumpster, passed out, fell in and died. Company owners disappeared without bothering to defend the

family's wronggl;g_e,_a,,t.h,.§ui~t:v-—.»w--m-.-.-..\-nw-'a.’-.o-y»-..g,»..._.ﬂ“;.,.w' Eodudinteiiiinh e *-M_N
2 and 5. $350 million and $70 million. The families of two people who died in a helicopter crash sued
the helicopter's French manufacturer, Turbomeca S.A., in Kansas City, Mo. The company admitted that
it had continued to sell a faulty engine part because a recall would have cost $48 million.

by o

3. $98.5 million. After having two Caes‘arean',sections, a mother started to deliver her third child )
naturally at Long Beach Community Hospital. But her uterus ruptured, and the baby was deprived of

oxygen for 10 minutes and born a spastic quadriplegic. The woman sued the hospital, which said it knew
how to handle these types of births.

4. $90 million. A 25-year-old woman was paralyzed from the neck down when her Suzuki Samurai
rolled over near St. Louis, Mo. She broke her neck.

The key piece of evidence: a company document that acknowledged the rollover problem and said,

"IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WHENEVER THE CAR IS PHOTOGRAPHED, THAT ALL
FOUR WHEELS BE ON THE GROUND!"

San Francisco Chronicle
Jan. 22, 1996
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Copter crash victim mourned;

2 women remain hospitalized

HEUCOPTER / From Page 1

vestigating the crash, said “it was
questionable™ if the pilot had the
one-mile visibility required by fed-
eral air regulations to fly.

Power lines along the Cahuenga
Pass are well-marked with orange
balls and well-known among local
pilots, said Dick Hart, president of
National Helicopter Service in Van
Nuys

“It was pretty poor weather con-
ditions,” Hart said. “He should not
have gone through the Cahuenga
Pass.”

On Sunday, Rice's family and co-
workers grieved for the officer, a fa-
ther of five children from ages 6 to
14, said his ex-wife, Joyce Rice.

“He was a very compassionate
and warm person, a great father, a
dedicated father,” Rice said.

Besides working for the San Ber-
nardino Police Department since
1989, Rice had been a Baptist min-
ister for 15 years and was going 1o
be installed within a few wecks as
new pastor at a Rialto church, she
said.

Rice and his date booked the
*City Lights" limousine, dinner
and helicopter package a week ago
through Ontario-based Aria Lim-
ousine Service, Llorente said. Aria
arranged for the helicopter, operat-
ed by Wolf Air.

OfTicials of Wolf Air could not be
reached for comment.

Ana's Diane Brooks, 39, of On-
tario regularly traveled with her
customers and was on board the
hedicopter, Llorente said.

On Sunday, she was scheduled to
undergo wrist surgery, and also suf-
fered from several broken ribs and
numerous cuts and bruiscs, said
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
spokeswoman Paula Correia.

Rice's date, whose name was not
released by authorities, remained in
critical condition at Saint Joseph
Medical Center in Burbank

The Bell 206 Jet Ranger helicop-
ter took off from Burbank Airport
at 7:33 p.m. Saturday, bound for
the downtown Transamerica Cen-
ter and its Tower Restaurant,
Llorente said. .

The helicopter hit & high-voltage
transmission line, sending up a
bright flash. The craft narrowly
missed motorists, crashing belly-up
on the freeway shoulder just north

I of the Highland Avenue exit.

The twisted wreckage tied up
freeway traffic in both directions,
and was finally cleared about
2:50 a.m., according to the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol.

Low-flying helicopters traveling

from Burbank and Van Nuys air--

ports have caused concern among
several community groups in the
San Fermando Valley, said Joan
Luchs, president of the Cahuenga
Pass Property Owners Association.

The association is part of a coali-
tion of 15 homeowners groups
stretching from Woodland Hills to
the Hollywood Hills — a coalition
called Stop the Noise! — that is
calling for several restrictions on
heticopters, including curfews and
forcing pilots to fly at a 1,000-foot
minimum, Luchs said.

“It was inappropriate for the pi-
lot 1o fly in that kind of weather, in
fog and rain,” Luchs said. “If they
had implemented the 1,000-foot
minimum, this accident never
would have happened.”

She stressed the group did not
opposc law enforcement or other
emergency crews' use of helicop-
ters, but was focusing on what she
called “unnecessary flights’ by
news media and dinner and sight-

Evan Yoo /Daly News
The wrecked helicopter sits on a hil by the southbound lanes of the
Hollywood Freeway, just north of the Highland Avenue exit.

seeing tours, she said.

The Los Angeles Department of
Airports — which operates Los An-
geles International, Van Nuys,
Palmdale and Ontario airports, but
not Burbank Airport — has con-
ducted a study on helicopter trips
from Van Nuys because of commu-
nity concern, said Jack Driscoll, ex-
ecutive director of the depariment.

“We're looking at what helicop-
ters aren’t behaving property,” he
said.

Results of that study, and later
recommendations that might in-
clude limiting the number of flights
and route changes, will be provided
to the city Airport Commission.

A few months ago, Mayor Rich-
ard Riordan asked the Federal
Aviation Administration to consid-
er forcing helicopters to fly at least
1,000 above the ground, Driscoll
said

“So far, we've heard nothing,” he
said.

The altitude requirement was
sent 1o the FAA afier it was recom-
mended by the Van Nuys Airport’s
commumity advisory commitiee,
said. B

Daily News Staff Writer Begy
Kwong contributed to this repart. =
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tors. It urged pilots not to fly the aircroft fribute to main rotor di

vergence. tor blade hit the cockpit
Nearly 80% of helicopter fraining world.  the other blade stryck

d shear or e is conducted i, the two-place R22, ing it to fail and separayy

i averaging more than Another R44 that ¢
he alert olso fecommended 400 Hight hoyrs onnually, Robinson saig. 1994, near Hanover,

i he Torrance, Calif -based company has  hibieq evidence of blod

the Piston-powered cockpit and incurred fa
oom. In September, an
Curred negr Knightdcﬂe
tially made the recom.

. tailboom was struck by
‘We need fougher pl'Of and Separated from the 308

board officials said.

} gency li standa rds fo r. I MAIN ROTOR BLADE stof,

B Condyct testing and research i de. he ICOPferS, especig Y and low rofor TPM. con ooy

termine the ¢ g of mair rotor blade di. or insfrucfors' normo!opercfing Qirspeeds’
vergence of P and Ré4 aircraft . limits, Robinson said. Thers,
B Modify the 0icraft o impose oppro- R22s registered ir, the Us, @
priate Qirspeed hmnarions to prevent dj. five Raas Ay least 142 R44, )
vergent main rofor behovior, light helicoprers, and about 145 of the worldwide, occording o
B Perform fligh 2und-based or simy. similar byt larger four-place Rasg

' loted tests 1o determine jf recently licensed

Investigation of the foyr
records indicate the R22 hes been not revecled any mechony

- problems, Robinson said. Hy
o1OTPm.ifthey are  fified by the FAA in 1979, including 26 NTSB and the FAA 1o begiy
provided odequate worn; .

or blode implementation of more g
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f A irbus Industrie booked more civil trans.

port orders |qst year than archeriyq|

ginally” decreased 1o $8.5 billion. The
{ Boeing, and this year will o

ies. However, seven Pr?: b
consortium made unspecified profits fo, equipped A330 twinjets o
goin seek an  the f ive year, officials saig. livered 1o Tho; Ai i
are despite the sifj. i ie is g French-qw industrial  fore yearend due 1o fech
§rouping and prodyces no balance sheet |

or annual repoyt, Thai Airways’ first A330 2

Last month, Ajrbys Indystrie first an. on Dec. 19 "The U.S. eng :
orders for 121 Qi expected fo pPay for penaltieg
ced” customer con.

late delivery of seven A3308
. cials said.

Lost year, Airbus Indus .
''OUS fransports were ders for:

B Thirty 335.seat A340 fourgl

increased market sh
; fragile upturn,
In 1994 the European Consortium con-
; cluded rders with 12 airlines gng legs-
lf ing companies for 125 qircrof valved af nounced it had booked
i $9.1 biflion, up from 38
Airbuys Industrie’s Custom
celed orders for 54 air
in 1993 generating g pet p,
gain of 71 Qircraft, s
sortium’s cyrrent combined

Production rate ler-Benz Aerospace Airbus’ fing| assem- capacity transports, -'
of aboyt 130 aircraft per year. y lines Deliveries included 34 330/ Ninety-five 124.18
Consortiym officials sqid they ocquired A340s, 25 A300~600/A3 10s and ¢4 A320/A321 narrow-body i
A 50% market share in 1994 and, for the A320/ A3 Ts. Back ©g currently is 415 No orders were concluded X8
first time ever, booked more orders than aircraft, valyed at $51.8 bilf
Oeing':But this s not more

ion, and s seof A300-600/A310 or 33
han an en. expected to remain unchanged by the end jets.
ﬁ €oUraging trend, they added. Boe; i

Consortiym officials exp
market segments, such as

S
Industrie Managing Director US., to produce weak sales, Bk
Jean Pierson said.

ably will generate o steady r'
al transports Airbus Induystrie’s 1994 Production plan according to o “conservatiy®
irbus Industrie’s sqles in 1994 “mar. initially cafled for a fotal of 130 deliver. forecast.
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By Mike Shoup
Knight-Ridder Tribune News Wire

A few news stories you may have
missed from 1994:

@ “COZUMEL, Mexico —
Twelve American tourists were
kilted Tuesday in a helicopter crash
off the coast of Cozumel.” (Nov. 2)

® “WELLINGTON, New
Zealand — Six passengers and the
pilot of a helicopter on a sightseeing
trip were killed when the craft
crashed in mountainous terrain in
the Westland district of the South
Island.” (Oct. 31)

®m “HONOLULU, Hawaii — A
tour helicopter with seven people

aboard went down yesterday off+

Kauai's Na Pali coast, killing the
pilot and two passengers.” (July 15)
You get the point: Helicopter
tours can b2 dangsrous.
I recall my last one: It was on the
Big Island of Hawaii, and my des-
tination was Volcanoes National

B T

but dangerous, feds warre

B IR —

s S
2 A Y .
-~ 2 1895 :

boiling up. -
The pilot who shewed up for my

tour looked about 20 years old::

which was mildly unnerving. But b

turned out to be in his late 20s, a

he seemed to know what he wids

doing, and in no time at all we werg.
up and flying over the moonliky”
devastation of this active volcanoz»
When we got over one partic
molten crater, he took the coptell
down, then down, down, dowmy
until we were less than 100 fed‘:
above the crater and could clearfy-
sce the boiling red core. -
“You feel that heat?” he asked. "¢
Was this guy kidding? I figured:
that if the engine failed, we'd be hot,
liquid history in about 10 seconds...
“How about if we get the ... out of,
here?” I remember shouting, and w§
choppered off, and that was my las
helicopter tour, probably forever. «
Yes. helicopter tours can be datis”
gerous — many times moI%

—

1

DAILY NEWS

Park, where Kilauea Crater was

HELICOPTERS / from Page 1

dangerous than hopping aboard
an American Airlines flight in
Philadelphia, according to the
National Transportation Safety
Board.

And for all the recent talk
about airline safety, helicopter
tours are still more dangerous
than commuter flights, according
to the same NTSB data.

Exactly how much more dan-
gerous they are than scheduled
air traffic is up for grabs, because
clear statistics aren't available for
helicopter tours themselves,
either fron ihe NTSB or the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

“This is a problem area,” said a
spokesman for the NTSB. “The
safety board has been trying to
get the FAA to better define
exactly what a helicopter tour is.”

The safety of helicopter tours
has become a particularly big
issue in Hawaii, where 24 people
have been killed in five separate

accidents in little more than

thiee years.

After the crash off Kauai last
July 14, the Federal Aviation
Administration stepped in, issu-
ing emergency flying rules for the
tour operators, who carrv about
400,000 people a year in Hawaii

alone.

The operators protasted, con-
tending that one of the rules — a
minimum height requircment of
1.500 feet set by the FAA —
would create more problems than
it would solve, and would endan-
ger lives by cramming pilots into
the same altitude, and often in
essentially the same flight
corridors.

Helicopters are used for scenic
flights at dozens of destinations
around the world. It's a very big
business. The cost of flights can
range from a low of $60 per per-
son to more than $300 per person,
but the average is about $100.

The Grand Canyon is the most
popular destination for helicopter
tours, followed closely by Hawaii,
with New York City a distant
third.

Not surprisingly, the first two
locations — in particular, Hawaii
— have also had the most fatal
accidents. There have been close
to 50 deaths in Hawaii in little
more than a decade. The record

-

See HELICOPTERS / Page5 =

lias been better at the Grand Can-
.on since special flight corridors
Were established in 1937,

The helicopter association
points out that while the safety
record of helicopter tours cannot
match that of scheduled air carri-
ers. it is still substantially better
than the statistics for general
aviation — including everything
from crop dusters to pilots of
single-engine private: planes —
and has fallen dramatically wn
recent vears.

~But is one accident toe
many?” asks its legislative direc-
tor Glenn Orthmarn “Yaou bet.”

ch /J{qu

Feds probing safety of helicopter tours
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After Helicopter-Tour Crash

By Lisa M e
S1ajf Keporter af Tuy Wars Srwpsr dumNa,

Two summers ago. Cynthia Thomson lost
her husband. Now she's afraid she may lose
her long. lonely light with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

It was a beautiful July afternoon when all four

—Cynthia, her husband Robert and their
two teenage daughters ~took a helicopter tour uf ihe
Hawaiian island of Kauai. About 10 minutes into the
tour, the helicopter st power and plunged into the
ocean. The six passengers and pilot scrambled out
of the craft before it sank, and the Thomson girls—
Allison and Jennifer, both athletes~made it to the
rocky shore, just 150 feet away. But Cynthia. a weak
swimmer, needed help; Bob towed her along. After
about 25 minutes in the choppy water, her husband
of 2 years drowned in her arms. Another passen-
ger and the pilot died in the crash as well.

Ms. Thomson, 45 years old, has had a singfe-
minded goal since that day: to hasten the FAA's
adoption of strict federal safety rules for tour heii-
copters ~regulations that the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board has recommended for a decade.
Most of all, she wants to ensure that helicopters
are equipped with flotation devices that prevent
them from sinking when they ditch into water,

The FAA says it plans to issue new helicopter
standards in October, but it has given no indication
of their content or Scope. Ms. Thomson, meanwhile,
has grown frustrated after two years of delays, In-
deed, long before the FAA came under intense criti-
€ai scrutiny following the ValuJet crash in May,
she has had reason to wonder whether, in protect-
ing the business interests of the industry it regu-
lates, the FAA is giving short shrift to safety.

Helicopter tourism is a $375 million industry.
About 500,000 people take helicopter tours every
year, and that number js growing steadily. In

i . the G: ¢ i

gi-
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nd fours than in 199

. But safety rules Tor Your he icopters are incon-
sistent. Smaller companies flving short hops {rom

a single airport operate under the relatively loose
FAA standards governing air taxis and corporate
Jets. Companies that Ny longer distances typical-
ly fall under stricter regulations governing small
commercial planes. The FAA also sometimes im-
poses local rules—as it has in Hawaii-in areas
where helicopter-tour traffic is heavy.

As part of its investigation of the air-tour in-
dustry, the NTSB analyzed acrident data between
October 1988 and April 1995, During that period,
there were 62 helicopter-tour accidents in the
U.S., involving 35 fatalities. *'] have personally
observed cases where operators clearly needed
more supervision,” concedes Frank Jensen, pres-
ident of the Helicopter Association International.
an industry group in Washington.

Accordingly. safety procedures can be casual.
Belore their tour, the Thomsons got a safety briel-
ing from a shuttie-bus driver employed by the tour
company: he shouted quick instryetions above the
din of four helicopters idling on the tarmac. The
family was not instructed to wear life vests. Nor
was their helicopter equipped with floats.

Only three of the 33 tour operators in Hawaii use
floats on their copters. Flotation equipment is op-
tional, and it is expensive; the latest inflatable
models cost $56,000, But safety advocates say floats
greatly enhance chances of surviving a crash. In-
deed, on the very day Robert Thomson died, July
14, 1994, there was a second helicopter crash in
Hawaii. That craft had ficats, and though some
Passengers were injured, there were no fatalities.

Ms. , who recently won a multimillion-
dollar settlement from the helicopter manufacturer
and others, is a bureaucrat well-versed in the ways
of her adversaries. An economist with the govern-
ment’s National Marine Fisheries Service in Sana
Cruz, Calif., Ms. Thomson has spent 17 years doing
cost-benefit analyses, calculating how much, say,
protecting a rare species of salmon would hurt a
fishing community. So when the FAA says it would
cost the helicopter industry in Hawaii $23 million o
install floats. she counters by pointing out, for
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example, that the FAA isn't factoring in
whgt the industry would thereby save
on insurance.

“She knows the ballgame, " says David
Traynham, a senjor stalfer on the aviation
Subcommittee of the House Committee on
Transportation angd Infrastructure. He
adds that Ms. Thomson understands that
*'in 2 regulatory process. people are look-
ing at the numbers:™

Initially, her perseverance bore fruit.
After she submitted arguments at an
.NTSB hearing in October 1994, the FAA
issued temporary rules governing tour
operators In Hawaii. The rules, which ex-
pire in 1997 and are expected to serve as
a model for any national standards, re-
quire that ir:

give pilots some jeewa y in case of en
failure or other fNlight mishap.

Significantly, the FAA decided

mandate floats, deeming them t

e (By contrast, the cost
N =

ife preservers
was a modes) \U00.) **Dollar figures are
2 consideration évery time there's a dec|-
sion made," concedes Tom Rea, the FAA's
Pacific representative. By requiring
foats, he - owid, in effect, dev-
asteteThe industry ™

Hawaiian tour operators fum
flying at 1,500 feet would create co
tion in that ajr Space and deprive pa:
gers of dramatic, close-up views that | ey
pay hundreds of dollars an hour to 4ee
They blamed the restriction for an 119/ de-
cline last year in the Hawaiian indu: ry’s
revenues, to $67 million. The Ha

ation, are “‘absolutely
helicopter
Ronth after issuing dts, the
gra B wawers (o fly at 1,000 feet
then 500 feet. “The industry is basically i
charge out here,” Says Barry Stokes, heaf
BTOUp campaigning to tightep
licopter safety. “It's free-for-all.”
The NTSB has heid two hearin
hel{copter-tmu industry since the

gs in the water” and urged
the FAA t0 adopt nationa] standards by the
end of 1935, That date has come and gone,
and Ms. Thomson is running out of patience.

1 started out thinking and hoping that
the system would work," she says. “But |
worked within the System for more than two
years, and it still hasn't happened.” She’s
hot confident that national regulations will
be issued in October, and Says that until
they are, “It means that part of my life just
€an’t go forward.”
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for independence

THE British Equestrian
Federation (BEF) s
attempting to quash the
formation of a breakaway
equestrian federation for
Scotland.

The plans would go
against the constitution of
the International
Equestrian  Federation
(FEI), according to the
chairman of the BEF,
Michael Bates.

The group pushing for
devolution, which involves
representatives from a
oumber of Scottish
equestrian organisations,
claims the scheme s
already at an advanced

stage.

Under draft proposals
drawn up at the Royal
Highland Show, they aim

to “bring together all
equestrian organisations in
Scotland to provide a
single voice to represent
Scottish equestrian
interests”.

Possible founder mem-
bers listed by the steering
group include the BHS
Scotland, BSJA Scotland,
Trekking and  Riding
Society of  Scotland,
Scottish Endurance Riding
Club and Riding for the
Disabled in Scotland.

Other organisations,
including the Pony Club
and Riding Club

movement, sporting bodies
and breed societies, would
also be targeted.

Mr lan Menzies, the
Scottish development
officer for the BHS and

spokesman  for  the
independence steering
group said that

“considerable enthusiasm”
bhad been shown for the
project.

“Any organisation in
Scotland who feels it could
be cligible and wishes to be
part of the federation
should contact me,” he
gaid.

In an open letter,
Michael Bates said: “Since
Scotland is not a country
recognised by the
International Olympic

. Committee or the FEl, a
Scottish Equestrian
Federation could not be
recognised by the FEI. The
FEI can and will only deal
with the British Equestrian
Federation.”
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Fire strikes Old

THREE raceborses were killed and at
deast 12 were injured, four serjously,
after fire swept through the stables of
Wiitshire trainer Jim OM (right) in the
early hours of Sunday morning.
Champion Hurdle winner Collier Bay
was led unharmed to safety by his lass

Emma Gswthorp.

The three borses which died were all

S

yard

unraced four- and five-year-olds, but Oid’s
W&Adtgamoqmm:mdonmdm;m
among l‘ownnhmlsbehgtrutednmdgmdeamry'
Centre in Lambourn. His carcer ks in A

Old, who was alerted to the fire at 12.45am by a

ne!ghbour,paldtﬂbutetohismﬂ,s-ying:

“They were

hﬂﬁmt&thrﬂwm,monbomwouldhﬂedied."
OnMOMlylﬁemoon,hvsﬁgttonmloounghmﬂn

possibility of arson.

Autumn : M n Horse Society gathered to celebrate its 21st
ann ry in Rotten Row, London, at the

P
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Coping
¢
with
¢ e
humidity
HOW our horses and riders
coped with the bumidity at
the Atlanta Olympic Games
will be on the agenda when

the Royal College of
Surgeons of England meets

6

for the Equestrian
Symposium 1996.

Other topics, including
how to teach safer ridin
health and safety at wo;
in equestrian cstabligh-
ments apd interviewing
techniques, will be urfder
discussion in London \on
Wednesday, 20 Novembxr.

The symposium will
chaired by Dr John LI
Parry. Tickets priced £60
(£40 for BHS/MEA

members) from the BHS 1

(tel: 01203 696697).
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[Low-flying causes more heartache

JUST two weeks after the
inquest into the death of a
wovice rider whose borse
bolted after being spooked by
8 low-flying Chinnook beli-

died when he jumped into a
TR bedge in fright as an RAF
jet swooped over his field in

the village of Barkston Le

Vak in the Vale of Belvoir,
Leicestershire.

Owner Mrs Sue

She said “Eddy”, who had
been evented for the last five
years by Jane Scannell, was

f.

“Several witnesses said

the jet just secmed to fly

straight at the borse. They
could almost have read the
pumbers on the bottom of
the aircraft.”

Flight Liegtenant

Harwood, community
relations officer for RAF
Cottesmore, said that the




